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Cardam om  - O ve rvie w  of th e  w orld m ark e t

Th is  m ark e t brie f provide s  a brie f de scription of th e  m ark e t for cardam om  w ith  spe cial
e m ph as is  on th e  Saudi Arabian and Jordanian m ark e ts .

Product de scription

SITC(3) 075.25 Nutm e g, m ace  and cardam om .
H S 09 08.30 Cardam om s, w h e th e r or not crush e d or ground.

Major supplie rs

Guate m ala and India are  th e  w orld large st produce rs  of cardam om . Guate m ala produce s
be tw e e n 13,000 to 15,000 tons  of cardam om  pe r annum  for e xports  and dom inate s  th e
w orld m ark e t. India, w ith  a production le ve l of about 5,000 to 7,000 tons , is  not a m ajor
e xporte r be cause  of its  strong dom e stic de m and. H onduras , Papua Ne w  Guine a, Sri
Lank a and Tanzania also supply th e  w orld m ark e t, albe it in sm all q uantitite s .

W orld de m and

Accurate  figure s  of total w orld im ports  are  difficult to obtain as official trade  statistics
usually class ify cardam om  w ith  oth e r spice s such  as  nutm e g and m ace . H ow e ve r, base d
on re ce nt im port tre nds  of m ajor m ark e ts , w orld de m and is  e stim ate d to be  be tw e e n
10,000 and 12,000 tons  pe r annum .

Mark e t ch aracte ristics

Th e  Middle  East is th e  m ajor m ark e t for cardam om  in th e  w orld. Th e  m ain im porte r is
Saudi Arabia w h ich  tak e s in approxim ate ly 85%  of Guate m alan cardam om  e xports ,
follow e d by Kuw ait and Jordan, e ach  w ith  an annual consum ption of an e stim ate d 400-
500 tons .

Th e re  is  an ove rw h e lm ing pre fe re nce  for gre e n cardam om  and q uality re q uire m e nts as
to s ize , uniform ity of colour, and pe rce ntage  of brok e n capsule s  are  care fully analys e d
from  sam ple s by im porte rs be fore  placing an orde r.

Cardam om  is use d to spice  coffe e  to m ak e  gah w a, a traditional be ve rage  in th e
Middle  East. It is  also us e d as  a spice  in various  cuisine s , to spice  bre ad and pastrie s, as
w e ll as  confe ctione ry.

Th e re  is  no production of cardam om  in Saudi Arabia w h ich  is  a ne t im porte r of th e
spice . An e stim ate d 70%  of im ports  are  consum e d as  cardam om  coffe e ; th e  balance  is
use d in th e  pre paration of sw e e ts and confe ctione ry m ainly by th e  indige nous
population and im m igrants  of South  Asian origin w h o form  a significant population
subgroup.

Consum e r de m and for cardam om  pe ak s during th e  H aj pe riod, in addition, h undre ds of
pilgrim s  purch as e  large  q uantitie s of cardam om  to tak e  back  to th e ir h om e  countrie s .

O fficial im port statistics  for cardam om  into Saudi Arabia for th e  pe riod 19 9 0-19 9 4 are
give n be low . Im ports  in 19 9 3 and 19 9 4 de cline d partly due  to th e  stock s accum ulate d



in th e  pre vious  ye ars not only by Saudi Arabian im porte rs but also by oth e r im porting
countrie s  in th e  re gion, such  as  Jordan and Kuw ait, as  w e ll as  to th e  incre as e  in unit
price .

Saudi Arabia: im ports of cardam om , 19 9 0-19 9 4
Ye ar Me tric tons Saudi R iyals '000
19 9 0 6,09 1 121,758
19 9 1 6,639 111,9 48
19 9 2 6,000 137,306
19 9 3 3,853 89 ,845
19 9 4 2,709 62,555
Source : Saudi Ch am b e rs Council.

Jordan doe s  not produce  cardam om  and de m and is  m e t th rough  im ports  from  its
principal supplie rs : Guate m ala and H onduras . According to th e  trade , a m ajor s h are  of
cardam om  im ports  is  re _e xporte d to Saudi Arabia th rough  th e  "Trans it Are a" at Aq aba
port; th is  is  not e ntire ly re fle cte d in national trade  statistics , h ow e ve r. Bas e d on available
data for im ports  and re -e xports , th e  appare nt annual dom e stic consum ption of
cardam om  in Jordan is  e stim ate d at 400 to 500 tons . Th is  le ve l h as  m ore  or le ss be e n
m aintaine d ove r th e  past fe w  ye ars (se e  table  be low ).

Jordanian trade  in cardam om s, 19 88 - 19 9 3
Q : KgV: D inars Im ports Re -e xports

Q V Q V
19 88 563,320 59 7,9 9 1 n.a. n.a.
19 89 29 1,335 328,109 41,9 40 40,826
19 9 0 55,9 9 5 127,555 41,79 0 122,381
19 9 1 426,117 747,109 45,800 74,700
19 9 2 180,500 460,369 43,700 58,400
19 9 3 419 ,9 80 1,134,228 23,200 60,760
Source : External Trade  Statistics Bulle tin, D epartm e nt of Statistics, Am m an.

Bas e d on e stim ate s  of 19 9 3 data, oth e r m ark e ts  include  Singapore , th e  Ne th e rlands ,
Ge rm any, USA, Japan, th e  Unite d Kingdom , H ong Kong, Pak istan and India.

Price s

W orld m ark e t price s for cardam om  are  stable  and large ly a function of m ark e t
conditions  in th e  Middle  East. ITC's  Mark e t Ne w s  Se rvice  (MNS) provide s  w e e k ly price
inform ation on spice s , including cardam om s . Price s for s e le cte d Middle  Easte rn m ark e ts
available  at th e  tim e  of publication (20 April 19 9 5) are  give n be low .

Mark e t acce ss

Im ports  of cardam om  are  e xe m pt from  duty in th e  Saudi Arabian m ark e t; th e re  are  no
q uantitative  or sanitary re gulations  applie d to th is  product.

Cardam om  h as be e n clas s ifie d unde r ite m  No. 9 /8/B of th e  custom s  tariff sch e dule  of
Jordan at a rate  of 150 fils  ne t pe r k g. Th e  product s h ould com ply w ith  th e  Jordanian
standard spe cifications , de tails  of w h ich  are  available  from  th e  Ministry of Industry and
Trade  of Jordan.

Cardam om  is  im porte d duty fre e  into Kuw ait.  Th e re  are  no q uantitative  or oth e r
re strictions .



D istribution ch anne ls

In Saudi Arabia, spe cialis e d im porte rs  of spice s, te a and coffe e  h andle  9 0%  of im ports
and trade  in cardam om .  Th e  large st am ong th os e  im porte rs  are  locate d in th e  m ain
citie s of Je ddah , R iyadh , D am m am , and Me cca w h e re  th e y carry out distribution,
w h ole saling and in m any occas ions , e ve n re tailing.  In rural are as, th e  w h ole sale r is  th e
m ain link  buying from  th os e  im porte rs  and transporting by road to sm alle r tow ns ,
village s  and oas is.  Je ddah  is  th e  m ain port, com m e rcial capital and distribution ce ntre
for th e  w e ste rn and part of th e  ce ntral re gions .  D am m am  is  th e  distribution ce ntre  for
th e  e aste rn and part of ce ntral re gions .

Th e  m ain port of e ntry is Je ddah .  Im porte rs buy on a CIF bas is .  Purch as e s  are  alw ays
m ade  on th e  bas is  of sam ple s  w ith  th e  im porte rs  care fully e valuating th e  inte ns ity and
uniform ity of th e  gre e n colour, s ize , fre e dom  from  ble m is h e s  and th e  pe rce ntage  of
im m ature  and brok e n capsule s .  Price s incre as e  on ave rage  by 2-3%  from  th e  port to
im porte rs ' w are h ous e s , and th e n a 20%  m argin is  re s e rve d for w h ole sale rs  and anoth e r
20%  for th e  re tail trade .

In Jordan, cardam om  is  im porte d th rough  spe cialize d im porte rs  of spice s w h o are  also
w h ole sale rs  and distributors . R e taile rs buy in bulk  and s e ll to consum e rs  in loos e
q uantitie s . Th e  port of e ntry is Aq aba.

In Kuw ait, th e re  are  a sm all num be r of spe cialize d im porte rs  of spice s , te a, and coffe e
w h o control th e  m ark e t for cardam om , h andling im porting and distributing to
w h ole sale rs , w h o in turn supply th e  traditional re tail outle ts - th e  sm all souk  store s
w h ich  account for approxim ate ly 80%  of sale s at th e  re tail le ve l. Som e  cardam om  is
now  sold in consum e r pack s  of 50 g, 100 g and 250 g th rough  de partm e nt store s  and
supe rm ark e ts . Cardam om  is usually m e asure d sold at th e  re tail le ve l in loos e  form .
Q uotations  are  on a CIF bas is and paym e nt is th rough  a le tte r of cre dit.  D e live ry of
cardam om  to im porte rs ' w are h ous e  adds 2-3%  to th e  CIF price . O th e r trade  m argins  are :
im porte r (5-10% ); w h ole sale r (5-10% ), and re taile r (10-15% ).

Exporte rs  are  re com m e nde d to contact trade  organizations  in Saudi Arabia, Jordan and
Kuw ait liste d unde r Us e ful addre s s e s  for inform ation on im porte rs .

Pack aging and com m e rcial practices

Cardam om  is  im porte d in cartons  and is re taile d in pack s of 250 gm  or in loos e
q uantitie s  in k g. Im porte rs  re ly on th e ir ow n e xpe rie nce  to analyze  s am ple s and as s e s s
q uality. Im ports  norm ally com e  th rough  th e  ports  of Je ddah  (Saudi Arabia) and Aq aba
(Jordan) on a fre igh t, CIF or FO B basis. Paym e nts  are  usually th rough  an irre vocable
confirm e d L/C, D /A/P or D /A.



Cardam om  price s  - 20 April 19 9 5

Mark e t O rigin CIF Price

Unite d Arab Em irate s Guate m ala
"
"
"
"

Jum bo           11.20
Large  gre e n             8.50
Me dium  gre e n   7.00
Sm all   5.25
O pe n pod   4.00

Saudi Arabia Guate m ala
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
Sri Lank a

Trope x1   8.50
Trope x2   7.00
Trope x3   6.00
Taicun   7.00
Ruxun   6.50
Ak il   5.50
Cabil   4.70
Maxe ll             4.50
Jum bo e xtra gre e n     16.55

Q atar Guate m ala
"
"

Jum bo 9 .25
Me dium 8.00
Sm all ope n pod 6.75

Bah rain Guate m ala
"
"
"
"
"
"

Jum bo gre e n 8.65
Royal gre e n 8.30
Large  gre e n 7.15
Me dium  gre e n 6.15
Sm all gre e n pod 5.00
Gre e n ope n pod 4.50
Ye llow  ope n pod 4.20

Kuw ait Guate m ala
"
"

Jum bo gre e n 8.00
Me dium  gre e n 5.00
Sm all pe e le d 3.50

Source : ITC Mark e t Ne w s Se rvice , Ge ne va.



Useful addre sse s

Saudi Arabia

Riyadh  Ch am be r of Com m e rce  &
Industry
PO  Box 59 6
Riyadh  11421
Te l: (9 66 1) 404 0044
Fax: (9 66 1) 402 1103

Easte rn Province  Ch am be r of
Com m e rce  &  Industry
PO  Box 719
D am m am  31421
Te l: (9 66 3) 857 111
Fax: (9 66 3) 857 0607

Je ddah  Ch am be r of Com m e rce  and
Industry
PO  Box 1264
Je ddah  21431
Te l: (9 66 2) 651 5111
Fax: (9 66 2) 651 7373

Jordan

Fe de ration of Jordanian
Ch am be rs  of Com m e rce
Al Sh e m sani Stre e t
PO  Box 7029
Am m an 11118

Te l : (9 62 6) 665 49 2
Fax : (9 62 6) 68 59 9 7

Am m an Ch am be r of Com m e rce
Abde l H am id Sh araf stre e t
PO  Box 287
Am m an 11118
Te l : (9 62 6) 666 151
Fax : (9 62 6) 666 155

Kuw ait

Kuw ait Ch am be r of Com m e rce  &  
 &  Industry (KCCI)
Fore ign Re lations  D e partm e nt
Ali Sale m  Stre e t
PO  Box 775 Safat
13008 Kuw ait
Te l: (9 65) 2433 854
Fax: (9 65) 243 3858

Ministry of Com m e rce  and Industry
Fore ign Trade  R e lations  D e ptarm e nt
Me rgap
PO  Box 29 44 Safat
13030 Kuw ait
Te l: (9 65) 246 3600
Fax: (9 65) 246 279 8

ITC/MRD BS - July 19 9 5

Th is m ark e t brie f h as not be e n form ally e dite d by ITC.


