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ABBREVIATIO NS

AFNO R Association Franςais e  D e  Norm alisation

BSI Britis h  Standards Institute

CIF Cost, insurance  and fre igh t

ESA Europe an Spice  Association

EU Europe an Union (curre ntly 15 m e m be r countrie s)

EURO STAT Statistical O ffice  of th e  Europe an Union

FAO  Food and Agriculture  O rganization of th e  Unite d Nations

FO B Fre e  on board

H S H arm onize d Syste m  nom e nclature

ISO  Inte rnational Standards O rganization

ITC Inte rnational Trade  Ce ntre  U NCTAD /W TO

MYQ  Mixe d Ye llow  Q uality

SITC Standard Inte rnational Trade  Class ification

GLO SSARY

Capsule Th e  drie d ne arly ripe  fruit of cardam om . Also k now n as  a pod.

D e corticate d se e ds Se e ds s e parate d from  th e  capsule .

Mixe d Ye llow  Q uality Typical standard grade  of w h ole  cardam om  fruits  from  Guate m ala, 

use d for grinding.



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Th e  Europe an Union im ports  on ave rage  1,200 tonne s  of cardam om  annually w ith  a total value  of
approxim ate ly US $6m n.  Ce ntral Am e rica provide s  m ost of th e  supplie s  and Guate m ala le ads th e
e xporte rs  providing 83%  of th e  total EU re q uire m e nt.  O th e r supplie rs  include  India and Papua
Ne w  Guine a.  India also e xports diffe re nt varie tie s  of cardam om  apart from  th e  sm all gre e n ‘true ’
cardam om  th at dom inate s  Europe an de m and.

Th e  le ading m ark e ts for cardam om  in th e  EU  are  Scandinavia, particularly Sw e de n and Finland,
Ge rm any and th e  UK.  In Sw e de n, cardam om  is use d in bak ing, both  at h om e  and industrially, and
in w inte r drink s such  as  spice d w ine s  w h ile  in Finland cardam om  is  also us e d to flavour coffe e .  In
Ge rm any, cardam om  is use d for bak e ry as  w e ll as for m e at s e asoning, w h ile  in th e  UK cardam om
de m and is  m ore  as  an e th nic, particularly Indian, s e asoning, not only in h om e -cook ing, but also in
th e  strong e th nic cate ring and industrial s e ctors .

EU de m and for cardam om  is  stable  but supplie s are  h e avily de pe nde nt on conditions  in
Guate m ala.  Th e  alte rnative  s upplie rs  h ave  m inor s ignificance  in th e  m ark e t and fluctuations  in th e
output from  Guate m ala h ave  an im portant im pact on availability in Europe .  Th is  e ffe ct is
m agnifie d by th e  ine lastic de m and in th e  Middle  East.

Cardam om  trade d in a re lative ly narrow  price  range  during th e  m id 19 9 0s until a succe s s ion of
poor crops  tow ards th e  e nd of th e  de cade  pus h e d th e  m ark e t to h istoric h igh  le ve ls .  Price s  re ach e d
$15,500/tonne  by e arly 2001.  Production is  e xpe cte d to re cove r during 2001 and 2002, and a
structural surplus m ay e m e rge  as  ne w  plantings com e  into be aring, w h ich  s h ould cause  price s to
re turn to m ore  usual le ve ls be low  $5,000/tonne .

Most of th e  EU  im ports  of cardam om  are  ground and th e  re tail sale s  of w h ole  cardam om  pods  are
m inor.  Th e  m ost popular grade s  are  th e re fore  grinding grade s  w ith  only lim ite d re q uire m e nt for
th e  bold gre e n type s  th at are  im portant in th e  Middle  East trade .

Ne w  supplie s  from  alte rnative  origins  w ould h e lp to stabilis e  th e  availability of cardam om  in th e
EU m ark e t.  H ow e ve r, th e  Europe an de m and is  not s h ow ing a tre nd of grow th  so ne w  supplie rs
w ould h ave  to com pe te  dire ctly w ith  e stablis h e d Guate m alan e xporte rs  in q uality, price  and
s e rvice .  Industrial use rs  of cardam om  som e tim e s buy dire ctly from  e xporte rs , but prospe ctive
supplie rs  to th e  EU s h ould e stablis h  th e m s e lve s  in th e  m ark e t th rough  th e  fe w  de ale rs  th at im port
cardam om .  O ve rall, th e  EU de m and for cardam om  is  not large  and th e  m ark e t can e asily be
ove rsupplie d.



A. PRO D UCT D ESCRIPTIO N

Th is  Mark e t Brie f cove rs  cardam om , class ifie d unde r th e  follow ing code s :

H S 09 08.30 Cardam om
SITC3 075.25 Nutm e g, m ace , cardam om

[SITC3 nom e nclature  w ill not apply, as cardam om  is  not liste d se parate ly]

True  cardam om s  are  th e  fruits  and se e ds of th e  pe re nnial tropical h e rb Ele ttaria cardam om um  (L)
Maton of th e  ginge r fam ily, Z ingibe race ae .  Th e re  are  tw o varie tie s  of E. cardam om um  in
com m e rce  but de m and in Europe  is  alm ost e ntire ly ce nte re d on th e  sm all true  cardam om  (E.
cardam om um  var. m iniuscula Burk ) also k now n as  th e  Malabar type , w h ich , unle s s  oth e rw is e
spe cifie d, w ill be  th e  m ain focus of th is  Mark e t Brie f. O th e r type s of cardam om , for e xam ple
Be ngal Cardam om s  or Siam  Cardam om s , are  h arve ste d from  spe cie s  of Am om um  and h ave  ve ry
lim ite d de m and in Europe .

B. PRO D UCTIO N, CO NSUMPTIO N AND  FO REIGN TRAD E

Production

Cardam om  m ay be  cultivate d unde r s h ade  from  rh izom e s  or s e e dlings  and re q uire s  som e  th re e  to
four ye ars  to com e  into be aring.  Th e  individual flow e r spik e s be ar fruits at diffe re nt stage s  of
de ve lopm e nt; th e  fruits  m ust be  h arve ste d by h and, so th is  crop re q uire s  a h igh  labour input. In th e
sm all cardam om s , th e  large r and gre e ne r th e  pod, th e  h igh e r th e  price .

Th e  fruits  are  pick e d alm ost ripe  and naturally or artificially drie d be fore  sale .   O nce  drie d, th e
cardam om  capsule s  are  sm all and gre e n, or w h ite  if ble ach e d.  Th e  drie d pods  are  h igh ly arom atic
and h ave  a distinctive  m ildly spicy floral or sw e e t flavour.  Th e y fe ature  w ide ly in Indian and
Middle  Easte rn cook ing and are  particularly as sociate d w ith  th e  pre paration of coffe e  in Saudi
Arabia. Cardam om  is  trade d inte rnationally pre dom inantly in th e  w h ole  form , h ow e ve r it is  also
trade d as de corticate d se e ds, w ith  little  proce s s ing at origin - th e  ground form  los e s  its  flavour too
q uick ly.

Cardam om  is  produce d around th e  tropics  and consum e d locally.  It is  indige nous  to th e  h igh land
rain fore sts  of south e rn India but is  now  cultivate d in m any tropical upland are as , w ith  notable
production in Guate m ala, H onduras , India, Sri Lank a, Ne pal, Tanzania and Papua Ne w  Guine a.
Guate m ala and India are  th e  large st produce rs  of cardam om s .  H ow e ve r, due  to th e  strong
dom e stic consum ption in India, Guate m ala dom inate s w orld e xports .

Im ports

Th e  Europe an Union im ports  ove r 80%  of its  re q uire m e nt for cardam om  from  Guate m ala.  India
provide s  anoth e r 7%  and m inor supplie s  are  im porte d from  Ecuador, Colom bia and Papua Ne w
Guine a.



Total EU im port figure s  indicate  a constant de m and ove r th e  past five  ye ars, w ith  th e  de cline  in
19 9 9  im ports  attribute d to poor h arve sts  in Guate m ala and a subse q ue nt ris e  in price . Figure s
include  de corticate d se e ds as  w e ll as  w h ole  capsule s but cardam om  is  m ostly im porte d as
capsule s .

EU trade  data m ust not be  tak e n as de finitive  s ince  th e re  are  re cognis e d inaccuracie s  in re porting,
and no account is  tak e n of re -e xports  of cardam om  in proce s s e d form  as  a m ixe d spice .

Table  1 - O rigin of Cardam om  Im ports into th e  Europe an Union
O rigins 19 9 5 19 9 6 19 9 7 19 9 8 19 9 9
Guate m ala 9 79 1,19 6 1,09 1 1,111 9 71
India 9 0 81 9 5 9 4 9 4
H onduras 22 22 41 20 15
Colom bia 0 10 11 11 32

Papua Ne w
Guine a

10 * 16 2 16

Ecuador 0 0 0 0 14
Total 1,132 1,374 1,279 1,330 1,180

Units: tonne s  Source : EURO STAT

N.B. data s h ow  im ports from  partne rs  outside  th e  EU

Principal de stinations  into th e  EU  are  th e  Unite d Kingdom , Ge rm any and th e  Ne th e rlands, from
w h e re  m uch  of th e  Europe an spice  trade  is  h andle d.  H ow e ve r, m any countrie s  cle arly also im port
dire ctly, m ost notably Scandinavia w h e re  th e re  is a significant de m and in Sw e de n and Finland (s e e
Table  2, be low ).

   Table  2 - D e stination of Cardam om  Im ports into th e  Europe an Union
O rigins 19 9 5 19 9 6 19 9 7 19 9 8 19 9 9
France 20 11 32 21 19
Be lg.-Lux 26 28 27 32 17
Ne th e rlands 109 176 141 237 314
Ge rm any 260 284 268 350 225
Italy 4 7 4 13 1
UK 325 453 402 356 344
D e nm ark 21 22 28 26 5
Spain 1 2 20 2 3
Sw e de n 237 207 241 216 202
Finland 121 174 110 70 44
Total 1,132 1,374 1,279 1,330 1,180

Units: tonne s  Source : EURO STAT

N.B. data s h ow  im ports from  partne rs  outside  th e  E.U



Im ports  into Finland appe ar to be  falling but th is  only re fle cts  a ch ange  in th e  structure  of th e
Scandinavian spice  trade : Finland is incre as ingly be ing supplie d th rough  Sw e de n and Ge rm any.

Appare nt consum ption

In Europe , cardam om  is use d as  a flavouring both  in industrial and dom e stic food pre paration.  It is
com m only as sociate d w ith  e th nic foods , particularly Indian, but cardam om  h as  also found a nich e
in Scandinavian and Ge rm an bak e ry products , w inte r drink s  and cak e s .  D e corticate d se e ds are
also popular in Finland for flavouring coffe e .

Table  3 s h ow s  th e  ne t im ports  of cardam om  into th e  EU m e m be r state s.  Th e  figure s  give  som e
indication of th e  scale  of consum ption by de ducting e xports  from  th e  total im ports  to e ach  country,
but th is data is distorte d by storage  and unaccounte d re -e xports , particularly of spice  m ixe s .

Table  3  - Ne t Im ports (appare nt consum ption) of Cardam om
O rigins 19 9 5 19 9 6 19 9 7 19 9 8 19 9 9

France 52 40 62 64 19 5

Be lg.-Lux 9 13 8 10 14

Ne th e rlands 68 126 66 117 104

Ge rm any 229 277 338 287 211

Italy 11 11 6 25 10

UK 319 441 574 358 261

D e nm ark 28 33 42 55 43

Gre e ce 10 6 6 7 56

Spain 2 5 12 8 5

Sw e de n 182 163 208 171 186

Finland 154 208 135 171 120

Total
EU Im ports

1,070 1,330 1,467 1,29 6 1,259

Units: tonne s  Source : EURO STAT

Th e re  h as be e n a re lative ly stable  patte rn of consum ption during th e  pe riod be tw e e n  19 9 5-9 9 ,
e xce pt in France  w h e re  a sudde n incre as e  is  s e e n in 19 9 9  and in th e  UK w h e re  appare nt
consum ption is  falling.

C. MARKET CH ARACTERISTICS

Th e  EU m ark e t for cardam om  is  alm ost e ntire ly supplie d by Guate m ala.  Som e  ne w  origins such  as
H onduras , Ecuador, Colom bia and Papua Ne w  Guine a are  appe aring and th e  trade  m ay w e lcom e
som e  alte rnative s  to stabilis e  availability. Th e  traditional supplie rs such  as  India and Sri Lank a
re m ain too e xpe ns ive  for th e  Europe an de m and as  th e re  is com pe tition w ith  local consum ption and
th e  Middle  Easte rn m ark e t for th e s e  pre m ium  type s.



Cardam om  is  a popular flavour in Scandinavia, particularly in Sw e de n and Finland.  Th e  origin of
th is  popularity is obscure , but it m ay sim ply be  th at cardam om  ble nds  w e ll w ith  th e  oth e r spice s
and flavours  in ge ne ral use .  In Sw e de n, cardam om  is use d for bak ing and for w inte r drink s such  as
spice d w ine s.  Th e re  is  an approxim ate ly e ve n divis ion be tw e e n th e  re tail re q uire m e nt and th e
bak e ry industry us e .  Th e  Finnis h  de m and for cardam om  is  m ainly for coffe e .  Scandinavia h as  little
re q uire m e nt for th e  large  bold type s , pre fe rring th e  grinding grade s, MYQ  or m ixe d gre e ns, or th e
de corticate d se e ds for Finland.  Th e re  is  no de m and for th e  large  cardam om .

In Ge rm any, cardam om  is use d by th e  bak e ry industry for Ch ristm as cak e s  and by th e  m e at
industry as  a se asoning.  Th e re  is  som e  re tail de m and for th e  w h ole  capsule s , but m ostly th e
grinding grade s  are  re q uire d.  D e corticate d se e ds are  re -e xporte d.

In th e  UK, th e  large st m ark e t in th e  EU, de m and for cardam om  is  m ore  dive rs e  and m ore  orie ntate d
tow ards e th nic foods , curre ntly a w e ll-e stablis h e d and grow ing s e ctor in th e  UK . Cardam om s  are
ground and ble nde d into a varie ty of curry spice s , particularly garam  m asala and k orm a ble nds .
Th e  cate ring s e ctor providing Indian m e als re q uire s  th e  w h ole  pods  for a num be r of rice  dis h e s .
W h ole  pods  are  ofte n us e d in h ous e h olds of Indian origin. Th e  large  cardam om s use d by th e  e th nic
s e ctor are  im porte d dire ctly from  India and Ne pal and rare ly h andle d by th e  traditional spice
de ale rs .  Th e  traditional Britis h  cuisine  m ak e s  little  use  of cardam om  alth ough  th e re  is  som e  re tail
de m and for both  th e  ground spice  and th e  w h ole  capsule s .

D e m and e ls e w h e re  in Europe  is not as  im portant as  in th e  UK and Scandinavian m ark e ts .

D .  MARKET ACCESS

Tariffs

Cardam om s  e nte r th e  Europe an Union fre e  of any im port dutie s  and q uotas .

R e gulations

Th e  h arm onization of le gislation acros s  th e  EU h as  s im plifie d th e  e ntry and circulation of goods
into th e  EU. Food re gulations  applie d to cardam om  cove r a num be r of e le m e nts including:

• Labe lling
• Food additive s
• Pe sticide s and contam inants
• Pack aging w aste
• H ygie ne
• O rganic products
• Standards
• Ph ytosanitary q ue stions
• Eth ical issue s .



Standards and Grade s

W h ile  th e re  are  national standards th at apply in diffe re nt m ark e ts, ge ne rally th e y are  bas e d on
th os e  of th e  Inte rnational Standards O rganisation and te nd to re fe r to th e  Asian supplie s.
R e fe re nce s  for th e s e  can be  found in th e  ’List of Source s’ s e ction at th e  e nd of th is  Brie f. It is
h ow e ve r, m ore  im portant to m atch  th e  custom e r’s re q uire m e nts .

Th e  Europe an Spice  As sociation h as de ve lope d a list of Q uality Minim a for spice s  (s e e  Anne x 1).

Guate m alan e xports  are  grade d according to s ize  and colour and th e  m ost im portant grade  to th e
EU is th e  MYQ , th e  m ixe d ye llow  q uality.  Th e  industrie s  pre fe r a size  of 400g pe r litre , but th is
grade  h as  scarce ly be e n available  re ce ntly and buye rs  h ave  h ad to acce pt 380g/l or le s s .
Th e  large  bold grade  of Guate m alan cardam om  is  also re q uire d for re tail sale , but th is  is  not th e
pre m ium  grade  re q uire d by Saudi Arabia.

E. Price s

From  19 9 6 to 19 9 8 th e  cardam om  trade  w as de scribe d as  flat, as  a structural surplus w e igh e d on
th e  m ark e t.  Late ly h ow e ve r, th e  balance  of supply and de m and h as be e n ups e t by a succe s s ion of
poor crops  in Guate m ala com pounde d by an incre as e  in Indian consum ption of sm all cardam om s ,
re sulting in th e  global m ark e t h aving insufficie nt supplie s .  Price s  h ave  re acte d accordingly w ith
h istoric h igh s .

W h e re  trade rs  h ad com e  to e xpe ct price s  in th e  range  of $3,000 to $5,000 /tonne  during th e  late
19 9 0s , price s  h ave  be e n as  h igh  as $15,500 /tonne  in e arly 2001.

Table  4 (be low ) s h ow s  th e  unit im port value  of cardam om  calculate d from  th e  EU  im port data to
give  an indication of CIF value s  ove r tim e  for diffe re nt origins .  Th e s e  are  not re al price s, and th e re
m ay be  inaccuracie s  in re porting, but th e y do indicate  tre nds .

Table  4 - Unit Im port Value  of Cardam om
19 9 5 19 9 6 19 9 7 19 9 8 19 9 9

Guate m ala 3.56 2.35 2.44 2.88 6.05

H onduras 3.32 2.64 2.61 2.60 3.80

India 3.10 3.23 3.67 3.22 3.9 8

Sri Lank a 6.40 17.33 19 .33 22.50

Units: ECU/k g Source : Calculate d from  EURO STAT

1 ECU/USD  for 19 9 5-19 9 9  re s pe ctive ly: 1.308,1.270,1.134, 1.121, and 1.066

Th e  Mark e t Ne w s  Se rvice  of th e  ITC and th e  Public Le dge r publis h  up-to-date  price  inform ation for
cardam om  in a num be r of m ark e ts .  Th e s e  are  use ful for m onitoring curre nt conditions , but h ave
le s s  re le vance  from  a h istorical pe rspe ctive  due  to th e  spe culative  nature  of th e  trade .



F. D ISTRIBUTIO N CH ANNELS

Cardam om s  are  im porte d by a num be r of spice  trade rs  as  w e ll as som e  proce s sors .  Th e  cardam om
trade  is  re lative ly straigh tforw ard and th e  proce s sors  and pack age rs  ofte n purch as e  dire ctly.  In
Sw e de n, for e xam ple , th e  tw o m ajor im porte rs  are  also proce s sors , one  supplying th e  food
m anufacture rs , e spe cially th e  bak e ry industry, th e  oth e r focusing on th e  re tail and cate ring s e rvice s.

Th e  de ale rs  h andling cardam om s  are  locate d in London, Rotte rdam  and H am burg for th e  m ost
part.  Not all th e  m ajor spice  trade rs  h andle  cardam om , as volum e s  are  q uite  sm all.

G.  PACKAGING AND  LABELLING

Bulk  w h ole  cardam om  is usually im porte d in 40k g ne t w e igh t cartons  containing e igh t cartons  of
5k g.  Th e  inne r cartons  are  line d w ith  polyth e ne  inne rs .  Som e tim e s  20k g oute rs  are  pre fe rre d w ith
only four inne r cartons .

Labe lling re q uire m e nts  include :

• Nam e  of th e  product
• Nam e  and addre s s  of produce r or pack e r
• D ate  of pack ing
• Ne t m as s  (k g)
• Country of origin
• Code  or Batch  num be r
• Ye ar of h arve st
• D e tails  of any spe cial tre atm e nt
• Any oth e r inform ation re q ue ste d by th e  purch as e r

H .  SALES PRO M O TIO N

An e xporte r s h ould be  pre pare d to vis it targe t m ark e ts  w ith  sam ple s  in orde r to e stablis h  contacts .
O nce  th e re  is a good contact, a flow  of inform ation s h ould be  m aintaine d in both  dire ctions , w ith
th e  e xporte r e nsuring th at th e  purch as e r is up-to-date  w ith  progre s s  in th e  production s e ason.

A vis it to a Europe an trade  fair can provide  th e  e xporte r w ith  valuable  k now le dge  of th e  trade
be yond h is  im m e diate  e xpe rie nce  as  w e ll as introducing ne w  contacts.  In particular, trade  fairs can
give  ins igh t to com pe titors’ capabilitie s  and th e  m ark e t is sue s  of th e  m om e nt.

Note  th at th e  e xh ibitors  are  ge ne rally sale s orie ntate d and le s s  lik e ly to be  discussing th e ir
purch as ing re q uire m e nts .



Exh ibiting at a trade  s h ow  can provide  an e xce lle nt s h ow cas e , but m ust be  done  prope rly for a
pos itive  e ffe ct.  W h ile  th e  e xpe ns e  m ay be  be yond th e  m e ans  of individual e xporting com panie s , a
co-ope rative  e ffort be tw e e n com panie s , or as  a trade  as sociation, can divide  th e  costs  to a m ore
m anage able  le ve l.

Th e  follow ing trade  fairs/e xh ibitions  are  th e  m ain e ve nts of inte re s t to EU spice  trade rs :

Title Country Month URL /e m ail

Alim e ntaria Spain / Portugal March  – Annual alim lisboa@ m fibe ria.e s

ANUGA Ge rm any O ct – Bie nnial anuga@ k oe lnm e s s e .de

Biofach Ge rm any Annual w w w .biofach .de

Europe an Eth nic
Food, D rink ,
R e staurant and
Cate ring

UK Annual w w w .e urope ane th nicfood.co.uk

Food Ingre die nts  –
Europe

UK (2001) but
location varie s

Bie nnial w w w .fi-e ve nts.com

IFE UK March -Bie nnial w w w .ife .co.uk

SIAL France O ct-bie nnial w w w .sial.fr/inde xs.h tm

I. MARKET PRO SPECTS

Th e  2000 cardam om  crop finis h e d e arly yie lding th e  th ird succe s s ive  poor turnout.  Europe an
stock s  h ave  be e n de ple te d and price s  h ave  re ach e d h istoric h igh s .  Th e re  is som e  indication, from
forw ard value s , th at price s are  e asing back , and ce rtainly an incre as e  in production is  anticipate d,
alth ough  it m ay be  too soon to e xpe ct a s ignificant drop in price s .

Th e  h igh  price s  w ill h ave  s tim ulate d an e xpans ion of cultivation, and oth e r incre as e s  in output are
e xpe cte d from  som e  of th e  m inor produce rs .  H ow e ve r, th e re  is  a lag of at le ast th re e  ye ars
be tw e e n planting and th e  first h arve st.

Th e  im pact of th e  h igh  price s  on consum ption and particularly on longe r-te rm  de m and is  le s s  cle ar.
Ce rtainly th e  h igh  price s  h ave  put a te m porary ce iling on de m and, and consum ption is  not going to
e xpand at th e s e  price  le ve ls .  H ow e ve r, e xisting de m and is  re lative ly ine lastic.  Industrie s  are  not
able  to ch ange  th e ir usage  of cardam om  e asily as  th e re  is no substitute  for th e  single  spice .  Th e
difficulty facing th e  trade  is  not so m uch  th at th e  bak e rie s , for e xam ple , cannot h andle  th e  price
ris e , since  cardam om  is  a sm all ingre die nt, but rath e r th at th e  grinde rs  h ave  not able  to find th e
q ualitie s  th e y re q uire .

Sim ilarly, in Saudi Arabia th e re  is no substitute  for cardam om  in coffe e  pre paration and th e  m ark e t
w ill follow  th e  price  up.

Th e  variation in de m and com e s  from  m ark e ts such  as  th e  UK w h e re  cardam om  is  incorporate d in
spice  m ixe s  and th e re  is  fle xibility in th e  balance  of th e  various  com pone nts  of a re cipe .  Also in
th e  UK, th e re  is  a large r de m and for th e  w h ole  gre e ns  from  th e  e th nic us e rs , both  dom e stically and
in cate ring, and trade  source s  note  th at th is  m ark e t h as  alre ady contracte d.



W ith out th e  curre nt h istoric h igh  price s  th e  m ark e t m igh t be  judge d to be  stable , w ith  a slow
grow th  rate  s e t m atch ing th e  m acro-e conom ic and de m ograph ic variable s .  Th e  h igh  price s  w ill
h ave  cappe d consum ption for a w h ile , but are  unlik e ly to cause  a s ignificant de cre as e  in Europe an
de m and.

J. IMPO RTANT AD D RESSES

Im porte rs

Th e  im port of cardam om  into Europe  is  h andle d by m any diffe re nt com panie s , som e  acting as
trade rs  w h ile  oth e rs  are  proce s sors buying dire ctly from  origin.  Th e  follow ing is  a s e le ction of
com panie s  k now n to im port.

No re com m e ndation to trade  is  inte nde d w ith  th is  list, and all se lle rs are  advis e d to m ak e  th e ir ow n
ch e ck s  prior to e nte ring into any financial com m itm e nts.

Ge rm any (+ 49 )
H am burge r Ge w ü rz-M ü h le  H e rm ann Sch ulz
Gm bH
Gros sm anstras s e  221
D -20539  H am burg

Te l: 040 78 9 7 01 30
Fax: 040 78  9 7 01 31

H e rm ann Laue  Gm bH
Be im oorw e g 11
D -229 23 Ah re nsburg

Te l: 041 02 49  60
Fax: 041 02 49  61 04
h ttp://w w w .h e la-food.de

Sch w ab Gm bH
Post fach  11 03 84
D -20403 H am burg

Te l: 040 36 49  71
Fax: 040 36 77 9 0

Ne th e rlands (+ 31)
Catz Inte rnational bv
PO  Box 180
3000 AD  Rotte rdam

Te l: 10 411 3440
Fax: 10 411 89 13
h ttp://w w w .catz.nl

Van Sille voldt BV
PO  Box 64
3350 AB Pape ndre ch t

Te l: 78 615 1755
Fax: 78 615 3107

Sw e de n (+ 46)



Bodé n &  Linde be rg
Box 7072
187 12 Täby

Te l: 08 544 408 00
Fax: 08 544 408 20
h ttp://w w w .bode nlinde be rg.s e

Santam aria AB
Box 63
431 21 Mö lndal

Te l: 031 674 200
Fax: 032 272 834
Info@ santam aria.se

Unite d Kingdom  (+ 44)
Britis h  Pe ppe r &  Spice
R h os ili Road
Brack m ills
North am pton NN4 7AN

Te l: 01604 766 461
Fax: 01604 763 156

Ch am be rs  &  Knigh t
Th am e s  H ous e
18 Park  Stre e t
London SE1 9 EL

Te l: 020 7357 7821
Fax: 020 7378 8582

D e ltacrow n Fook s  &  Fre nch
Linton H ous e
164-180 Union Stre e t
London SE1 0LH

Te l: 020 79 28 0404
Fax: 020 79 26 1238

McCorm ick
Th am e  Road
H adde nh am
Buck ingh am s h ire  H P17 8LB

Te l: 01844 29 2 9 30
Fax: 01844 29 4 29 4
h ttp://w w w .cpd.m corm ick .com

T Ch oith ram  &  Sons
Ch oith ram  H ous e
Lance lot road
W e m ble y
Middle s e x H A0 2BG

Te l: 020 89 03 8311
Fax: 020 89 00 1426



Trade  Associations

EURO PE
Europe an Spice  As sociation
6 Cath e rine  Stre e t
London
W C2B 5JJ
England
Te l: 44 (0)20 7836 2460
Fax: 44 (0)20 7836 0580

ITALY (+ 39 )
AIIPA - Associazione  Italiana Industrie  Prodotti
Alim e ntari
Cors e  di Porta Nuova 34
I-20121 Milan
Te l: 02 65 41 84
Fax: 02 65 48 22

BELGIUM (+ 32)
AFISPA
Roode be e k e laan 30
B-1030 Brus s e ls
Te l: (0)2 743 87 46
Fax: (0)2 736 81 75

NETH ERLAND S (+ 31)
Ne de rlandse  Ve re niging voor de
spe ce rijh ande l
P O  Box 64
3350 AB Pape ndre ch t
Te l: (0)78 615 17 55
Fax: (0)78 615 31 07

FRANCE (+ 33)
Syndicat National de s  Transform ate urs de
Poivre s , Epice s, Arom ate s  e t Vanille
8, Rue  de  l’Isly
F-75008 Paris
Te l: (0)1 53 42 33 80    Fax: (0)1 53 42 33 81
Em ail: covip@ w anadoo.fr

SPAIN (+ 34)
Afe xpo
Calle  de  Santa Catalina
1 3
E – 30004 Murcia
Te l: (0)9 68 21 40 89     Fax: (0)9 68 21 9 6 77

GERMANY (+ 49 )
FACH VERBAND  D ER GEW URZ IND USTRIE
E.v.
Re ute rstras s e  151
D -5300 Bonn 1

Te l: (0)228 21 61 62   Fax: (0)228 22 9 4 60

UNITED  K INGD O M (+ 44)
Inte rnational Ge ne ral Produce  As sociation Ltd
Gafta H ous e
6 Ch ape l Court
London EC2A 3D Q
Te l: (0)20 7814 9 666
Fax: (0)20 7814 8383
h ttp://w w w .igpa.com
Se asoning and Spice  Association
6 Cath e rine  Stre e t
London W C2B JJ
Te l: (0)20 7836 2460   Fax: (0)20 7836 0580



O th e r O rganizations

CBI
Ce ntre  for th e  Prom otion of Im ports from
D e ve loping Countrie s
P.O . Box 30009
3001 D A Rotte rdam
th e  Ne th e rlands
Te l: + 31 10 201 3434
Fax: + 31 10 411 4081
h ttp://w w w .cbi.nl

ISO
Inte rnational Standardisation O rganisation
P O  Box 56
CH -1211 Ge ne va
Te l: + 41 22 749  01 11
Fax: + 41 22 733 34 30
h ttp://w w w .iso.ch

CTA
Te ch nical Ce ntre  for Agricultural and Rural
Co-ope ration
P.O . Box 380
6700 AJ W age ninge n
th e  Ne th e rlands
Te l:+ 31
Fax:+ 31

ITC
Inte rnational Trade  Ce ntre
Palais de s Nations
P.O . Box 10
1211 Ge ne va 10
Sw itze rland
Te l:+ 41 22 730 0111
Fax:+ 41 22 733 4439
h ttp://w w w .intrace n.org

Europe an Com m ission
Rue  de  la Loi 200
B-1049   Brusse ls , Be lgium
Te l: + 32-2 29 9 -1111 (sw itch board)
Fax: + 32-2 29 5-0138 / 39  / 40
h ttp://e uropa.e u.int/com m /inde x_e n.h tm

D e utsch e  Ge s ellsch aft fü r
Te ch nisch e  Z usam m e narb. (GTZ ) Gm bH
Econom ic D e vpt and Em ploym e nt Prom
D ag-H am m ars k jö ld-W e g 1-5
Postfach  51 80
D - 65726 ESCH BO RN
Ge rm any Te l : (0049 619 6) 79 1229 , 79 0
Fax : (0049 619 6) 79 6150
Em ail : joch e m .lange @ gtz.de
URL : h ttp://w w w .gtz.de



K . LIST O F SO U R CES

Publications

Spice s  - Volum e  2 - (19 87) Longm an Group Ltd, H arlow , England

Guide line s for Exporte rs of Spice s to th e  Europe an U nion - Com m onw e alth  Se cre tariat, London,
UK

Mark e t R e s e arch  File  on Spice s  – O ve rvie w  of th e  EU, Poland, H ungary, Cze ch  Re public, Russian
Fe de ration - Inte rnational Trade  Ce ntre , Ge ne va, Sw itze rland

Spice s &  H e rbs A Surve y of th e  Ne th e rlands &  O th e r Major Mark e ts in th e  Europe an U nion -
(19 9 9 ) CBI, th e  Ne th e rlands

D rie d H e rbs &  Spice s  – A pack aging Manual - (19 9 9 ) Inte rnational Trade  Ce ntre , Ge ne va,
Sw itze rland

H andbook  of Spice s, Se asonings, &  Flavorings  - (2000) Te ch nom ic Publis h ing Com pany, Inc,
Lancaste r USA

Pe riodicals

Food Ne w s
80 Calve rle y Road
Tunbridge  W e lls
Ke nt  TN1 2UN
UK
Te l: + 44 (0)189 2 533 813
Fax:+ 44 (0)189 2 511 803
h ttp://w w w .agra-food-ne w s .com

Mark e t Ne w s Se rvice
Inte rnational Trade  Ce ntre
Palais de s Nations
P.O . Box 10
1211 Ge ne va 10
Sw itze rland
Te l:+ 41 22 730 0111
Fax:+ 41 22 733 4439
h ttp://w w w .intrace n.org

Mille r Fre e m an BV
P O  Box 200
3600 AE Maars s e n
Th e  Ne th e rlands
Te l: + 31 (0)346 55 9 4 44
Fax: + 31 (0)346 57 38 11
h ttp://w w w .m fbv.com

Th e  Public Le dge r
80 Calve rle y Road
Tunbridge  W e lls
Ke nt TN1 2UN
UK
Te l: + 44 (0)189 2 533 813
Fax: + 44 (0)189 2 544 89 5
h ttp://w w w .public-le dge r.com



March é s Tropicaux
19 0 Boule vard H aussm ann
75008 Paris
France .
Te l: + 33 (0)1 44 9 5 9 9  50
Fax: + 33 (0)1 44 9 5 9 9  79
h ttp://w w w .m arch e s -tropicaux.com

Standards

ISO  882-1:19 9 3/Cor 1:19 9 6 Cardam om  (Ele ttaria cardam om um  (Linnae us) Maton var. m inuscula
Burk ill) — spe cification – Part 1: W h ole  Capsule s

ISO  882-2: 19 9 3/Cor 1:19 9 6 Cardam om  (Ele ttaria cardam om um  (Linnae us) Maton var. m inuscula
Burk ill) — spe cification – Part 2: Se e ds

W e b site s

Site s of inte re s t, ofte n w ith  good link s to oth e r site s, include :

• h ttp://ipm _w w w .ncsu.e du/ce rnag/ce rn.h tm l virtual library of agriculture
• h ttp://w w w .fintrac.com /gain/ w ide  range  of h orticultural 

inform ation from  production 
th rough  to m ark e ting

• h ttp://w w w .natural-products .ne t use ful addre s s  lists
• h ttp://w w w .rais e .org USAID  funde d initiative , providing 

m ark e t inform ation and te ch nical 
as s istance  to incre as e  R ural and 
Agricultural Incom e s  w ith  a 
sustainable  Environm e nt

• h ttp://w w w .ucdavis .e du W e b site  of th e  Unive rs ity of D avis 
in California. Exte ns ive  
publications  and re source s



ANNEX I

EURO PEAN SPICE ASSO CIATIO N SPECIFICATIO NS O F
Q U ALITY MINIMA FO R H ERBS AND  SPICES - CARD AMO M

Abbre viations: w e igh t by w e igh t (W /W ), ash  insoluble  acid (AIA), volatile  oil (V/O ), volum e  by w e igh t (V/O )

SUBJECT SPECIFICATIO NS

Extrane ous m atte r  H e rbs 2% , Spice s 1%

Sam pling  (For routine  sam pling) Sq uare  root of units/lots to a m axim um  of 10 sam ple s.

 (For arbitration purpose s) Sq uare  root of all containe rs

 e .g. 1 lot of pe ppe r m ay = 400 bags, th e re fore  sq uare  root = 20 sam ple s .

Fore ign Matte r  m axim um  2%

Ash m axim um  9  %  W /W

Acid Insoluble  Ash m axim um  2.5 %  W /W

H 20 m axim um  12 %  W /W

Pack aging Sh ould be  agre e d be tw e e n buye r and se lle r.  If m ade  of jute  and s isal, th e y s h ould
conform  to th e  standards se t by CAO BISCO  Re f. C502-51 -sj of 20-02-9 5 (se e  Anne x
II).  H ow e ve r, th e s e  m ate rials are  not favoure d by th e  industry, as th e y are  a source  of
product contam ination, w ith  loose  fibre s from  th e  sack ing e nte ring th e  product.

H e avy Me tals Sh all com ply w ith  national / EU le gislation.

Pe sticide s Sh all be  utilise d in accordance  w ith  m anufacture rs' re com m e ndations and good
agricultural practice  and com ply w ith  e xisting national and/or EU le gislation.

Tre atm e nts Us e  of any EC approve d fum igants in accordance  w ith  m anufacture rs' instructions, to
be  indicate d on accom panying docum e nts.  (Irradiation sh ould not be  use d unle ss
agre e d be tw e e n buye r and se lle r).

Microbiology Salm one lla abse nt in (at le ast) 25g.

Ye ast &  Moulds 105/g targe t, 106/g absolute  m axim um

E Coli. 102/g targe t, 103/g absolute  m axim um

O th e r re q uire m e nts to be  agre e d be tw e e n buye r and se lle r.

O ff O dours Sh all be  fre e  from  off odour or taste .

Infe station Sh ould be  fre e  in practical te rm s from  live  and/or de ad inse cts , inse ct fragm e nts and
rode nt contam ination vis ible  to th e  nak e d e ye  (corre cte d if ne ce s s ary for abnorm al
vision).

Aflatoxins Sh ould be  grow n, h arve ste d, h andle d and store d in such  a m anne r as to pre ve nt th e
occurre nce  of aflatoxins or m inim ise  th e  risk  of occurre nce .  If found, le ve ls sh ould
com ply w ith  e xisting national and / or EU le gislation.

Volatile  O il 4 %  V/W  m in

Adulte ration Sh all be  fre e  from .

Bulk  D e nsity To be  agre e d be tw e e n buye r and s e lle r.

Spe cie s To be  agre e d be tw e e n buye r and s e lle r.

D ocum e nts Sh ould provide : - de tails of any tre atm e nts th e  product h as unde rgone ; nam e  of
product; w e igh t; country of origin; lot ide ntification/batch  num be r; ye ar of h arve st.



NO TES O N METH O D O LO GY USED  IN SETTING STAND ARD S

Moisture ISO  9 39
Total Ash ISO  9 28
Acid Insoluble  Ash ISO  9 30
Volatile  O il ISO  6571

Co-ordinate s  of th e  Europe an Spice  O rganization can be  found liste d unde r ‘O th e r organizations’.


