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Dried Fruit

General Sumary

In an ironic twist, South Africa's record 1995/96 sunmer rai nfal
season had a negative effect on the dried fruit crop. The FAS 95
rai sin production, estinmated at about 30,000 tons, appears to be
down about 22% conpared to the previous seasons' 38,540 tons.

The 1995 exports did not fare well with the result that there were
consi derabl e stocks carried over to 1996. At this stage sal es have
pi cked up and the industry is confident that exports could reach
25,000 tons this year. The devaluating South African Rand is having
a positive effect on the Rand inconme from exports.

Rand 1 = U. S. Dollar 0.24 (04/12/96)
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Dried Fruit
Rai si ns

d obal Econoni ¢ Data Exchange System

Commuodi ty: Raisins (0575200) (1000 HECTARES) (METRI C TONS)

Beg. Month/Year of Marketing Year: 01/ 94 01/ 95 01/ 96
SQUTH AFRI CA Revi sed 1993 Prelim 1994 Forecast 1995
ad New ad New ad New

Area Pl anted 15 15 15 15 0 15
Area Harvested 15 15 15 15 0 15
Begi nni ng St ocks 6485 6485 7732 7732 0 15364
Producti on 31742 31742 38518 38540 0 30000
I nports 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL SUPPLY 38227 38227 46250 46272 0 45364
Exports 20149 20149 30000 19795 0 25000
Donesti ¢ Consunption 10346 10346 10500 11113 0 10500
Endi ng St ocks 7732 7732 5750 15364 0 9864
TOTAL DI STRI BUTI ON 38227 38227 46250 46272 0 45364
PRODUCTI ON
South Africa's 1995 raisin crop, which is currently still being

delivered to the processors, is at this stage expected to reach only
about 30,000 netric tons, conpared to the 38,540 ton 1994 crop

This decrease was caused by inclenment weather. 1In the desert along
the Orange River, where 97% of the raisin crop is produced, sone
areas still had frost in Septenber, while hail and wi nd caused danege

at a later stage. South Africa had a very good 1995/96 sumer
rainfall season which al so reached the raisin production area causing
further damage. The fact that the rains also started early in the
season caused damage but it was especially the late rains which

really had a negative effect in production. |In contrast, quality is
fair.

The followi ng table contains the production details:*

Metric tons FAS 1993 1994 1995** % Change
Thonpsons seedl ess 20, 904 25,591 20, 665 -19. 25
Unbl eached sul t anas 5, 649 5, 890 3,925 -33.3
Gol dens 4,882 6, 731 5, 050 -25.0
Rai si ns 307 328 350 +6. 7
TOTAL 31, 742 38, 540 30, 000 -22.2

*The different types were defined in SF 5014, the 1995 annual report.
** Estimte
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Dried Fruit
Rai si ns
PRCDUCTI ON

South Africa has got about 13,000 hectares under grapes for drying
al ong the Orange River and anot her 2,000 hectare further South Al ong
the El ephants River. About 70% of the sultana grape crop is usually
dried but the fresh market is growing while the wineries also take
sone of the grapes when the weather is not suitable for drying.

Production Policy

Rai sins are marketed t hrough a pool system under the auspices of the
Dried Fruit Board. Producer prices consist of advance, interimand
final paynents. The total is, however, heavily influenced by the
quality of the crop. The followi ng table contains recent paynments
and t he expected FAS 1995 returns;
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FAS 93 (1994)  FAS 94 (1995)* FAS 95 (1996)**
DRY FRESH DRY FRESH DRY  FRESH

Ckg. R nt. Ckg. R nt. Ckg. R nt.
Thonpsons seedl ess 251.45 629 253.95 635 279.35 698
Unbl eached 230.45 576 225.60 564 248.16 620
ol dens 295.96 740 328.80 822 361.68 904
Rai si ns 259. 41 649 262.90 657 276.05 690

*Prelimnary
** Forecast.
Raisin yield fromfresh fruit, 25%

CONSUMPTI ON

The consunption figures in the PS& includes | osses incurred during
the cleaning and grading in the pool system

The actual FAS 94 (1995) PS&D foll ows:

Metric tons Thonpsons Unbl eached CGol dens Rai si ns TOTAL
Begi nni ng st ocks 6, 046 583 1, 001 102 7,732
Producti on 25,591 5,890 6, 731 328 38, 540
Local sales 5,142 1,525 1,474 290 8,431
Exports 11, 925 3,089 4,781 0 19, 795
Losses 1, 884 427 369 2 2,682
Endi ng st ocks 12, 686 1,432 1,108 138 15, 364

During 1994 donestic sal es ambunted to 8,284 tons which neans that
| ocal sales increased by |less than 2% Sal es have been constant over
the past few years showing only very small growth
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Rai si ns
STOCKS.

At the end of 1995 South Africa carried over 15,6364 tons after only
7,732 tons were carried over at the end of 1994. The main reason for
the increased carry over was the slow 1995 export sales but this
situation is expected to turn around this year with the rate of sales
al ready increasing.

TRADE

During 1994 South Africa exported 20,339 tons of raisins according to
the Departnment of Custons and Exci se whose figures are used in the
trade matrix. The Dried Fruit Board clains 20,149 tons were exported
during 1994 but the difference is small. Exports fell to 19,795 tons
in 1995 in spite of the nmuch bigger crop of higher quality. One of
the reasons for the decline was the disappointing poor quality FAS 93
crop exported during 1994, coupled to strikes and shippi ng del ays.
Buyers realized late that the 1994 crop being exported during 1995
was of nmuch better quality ans sales were slowinitially leading to
the big carryover at the end of the year

The 1996 sal es are going nuch better and faster with the result that
the 1996 exports could reach 25,000 tons.

In Europe, South Africa is conpelled to sell all sultana cultivars at
a mninuminport price (MP) which is profitable because of the | ow
val ue of the Rand agai nst the European currencies.

The val ue of the Rand against the Dollar plays an inportant role in
the selling of the product. |In the past favorable returns were
realized at R3 to the Dollar conpared to the current exchange rate of
Dollar 1 = Rand 4.20. The devaluation of the Rand is hel pi ng export
i ncone realizations and producers are | ooking at a good payout this
year, in spite of loosing their GEI'S (General Export Incentive
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Schene) benefits.
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Rai si ns
TRADE

Trade Matri x

Rai si ns Units: Metric ton

Exports for 1994 to: Imports for 1994 from
-US 134 -US
-O her -O her

Ger many 4,727

U. K. 4,017

France 2,226

Japan 1,987

Net her | ands 1,599

Switzerl and 977

Canada 795

Si ngapor e 795

Hong Kong 616

Nor way 324

Total of Others 18, 063 Total of Others

O hers not |isted 2,142 O hers not |isted

G and Tot al 20, 339 G and Tot al

END OF REPORT
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