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World Market for Papaya
RAP Market Information Bulletin No. 12 

The papaya tree, Carica papaya, is native to the lowlands of Central America but is now grown all 
over the world, especially in the tropics. Fruits are round to oval-shaped and have a smooth,thin, 
pale yellow to reddish-orange skin. The flesh is yellow-orange to red in color, and is firm and sweet 
in the varieties most commonly traded. Dozens of seeds are clustered in the center of the fruit. 
Brazil is the world's leading producer and supplier of this product to world markets, but, with growing 
trade, new suppliers are likely to emerge. As postharvest and transport technologies improve, this 
highly perishable and easily injured fruit is growing in popularity on world markets. 

Production and Exports 

In 1993, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations estimated that almost 5.7 
million metric tons of papaya fruit were harvested worldwide (see Table 1). This amount is almost 
double that harvested in 1980, with most of the increase taking place in Brazil and India. 

United States 

In the United States, production of papaya is concentrated in the Hawaiian islands. In 1994, 256 
farms in the state of Hawaii produced 28,000 metric tons (62 million pounds) of papayas, with a total 
value of US$13.8 million (see Table 2). Approximately 90 percent of this production goes to the 
fresh market. Production has decreased by 5,400 metric tons since 1989, as a result in part of 
papaya ringspot disease. 

Hawaii exports both regular and red flesh cultivars. In 1994, Hawaiian exports reached 8,368 metric 
tons, worth US$15.4 million (see Tables 3 and 4, and Figure 1). About 5,600 metric tons, or two-
thirds of total U.S. exports, were destined for Japan, with 2,300 metric tons going to Canada. 
Exports have shrunk by about 3,250 metric tons since 1990, but export value has increased by 
almost US$2 million. 

Latin America and the Caribbean 

Mexico is the largest producer in the region, harvesting 343,000 metric tons of product in 
1993.Mexico is the largest supplier of papaya to the United States and also exports to Canada. 
Costa Rica produced 21,000 metric tons of papayas and exports to the United States and the 
Netherlands. Jamaica produced 5,000 metric tons of papayas and exports primarily to the United 
States and the United Kingdom. The Dominican Republic produced 16,000 metric tons and 
exports primarily to the United States. Although production statistics are unavailable for Belize and 
Haiti, both export papaya to the United States. Cuba produced 30,000 metric tons, but does not 
supply any major markets. 

Brazil is the largest producer of papayas in the world, and the dominant supplier to Europe. In 1993, 
Brazil produced 1.75 million metric tons of papayas, more than three times 1980 levels. The next 
largest producers in South America are Peru and Colombia at 62,000 metric tons each. Other 
producers include Venezuela (35,000 metric tons), Bolivia (20,000 metric tons), Ecuador (15,000 
metric tons), Paraguay (12,000 metric tons), Chile (5,000 metric tons), and Argentina (2,000 metric 
tons). Brazil is the only country to supply any major markets, however. 

Africa 

Nigeria and Zaire, with harvests in 1993 of 500,000 and 210,000 metric tons respectively, are the 
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largest papaya producers in Africa but do not export product to Europe. The situation is the same for 
Mozambique, which produced 40,000 metric tons. South Africa produced 22,000 metric tons in 
1993, and exports 10 percent of this crop to Europe. Production statistics are unavailable for C“te 
d'Ivoire and Burundi, which both export product to France. 

India is the second-largest papaya producer in the world after Brazil, with 1.2 million metric tons of 
production in 1993. This volume represents a substantial increase from 1980, when only 360,000 
metric tons were produced. India supplies product to the Middle East. Indonesia is the next largest 
producer in Asia, with 358,000 metric tons in 1993. China produced 125,000 metric tons of 
papayas, and the Philippines 97,000 metric tons. The Philippines sends small amounts of papaya 
to Japan. Other producers of papaya in Asia include Vietnam (56,000 metric tons), Malaysia 
(40,000 metric tons), Bangladesh (31,000 metric tons), Samoa (10,000 metric tons), Pakistan 
(7,000 metric tons) and Australia (5,000 metric tons). Malaysia supplies product to Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Europe, and the Middle East. Thailand supplies product to Hong Kong, Europe, and the 
Middle East. Vietnam and Indonesia send small amounts of product to Europe, as well as to regional 
Asian markets. Australian and Indian papayas are also sold in Persian Gulf markets. 

Markets 

Major import markets for papaya are characterized by one dominant supplier. This is the case in the 
United States, which receives the vast majority of papayas from Mexico; in Europe, which imports 
mainly from Brazil; and in Japan, where Hawaiian papayas are ubiquitous. In general, markets for 
papaya have shown healthy, steady growth, and many importers are optimistic about the future for 
this product. A key to the success of papaya in the future will be refinements in postharvest and 
transportation technology, which will keep this easily injured fruit in good condition for longer periods 
of time. 

United States 

The United States imported 18,677 metric tons of papayas in 1994, a significant increase over 1992, 
when only 10,475 metric tons were imported (see Table 5). U.S. domestic consumption (production 
plus imports less exports) of papayas for 1994 was 72,309 metric tons, compared with 73,589 
metric tons in 1992. In 1994, the U.S. papaya import market was worth US$12.8 million (see Table 
6). In the first nine months of 1995, imports surged to 26,729 metric tons worth US$16.4 million. 

Mexico is the leading supplier of papaya to the U.S. market. Imports from Mexico in 1995 are likely 
to triple 1992's level of 8,444 metric tons. Mexican papayas are inexpensive compared with 
Hawaiian or other imported product, and Mexican growers are easily able to supply additional 
product as needed. Other leading suppliers to the United States include Jamaica (1,174 metric tons 
worth US$2.0 million in 1994), Belize (1,797 metric tons worth US$1.1 million), and the Dominican 
Republic (355 metric tons worth US$324,000). Costa Rica, Thailand, and Haiti supply smaller 
amounts of product on a more sporadic basis. 

Prices at New York's Hunt's Point wholesale market for 1995 show that Hawaiian papayas are the 
most expensive, selling for as high as US$25.00, but usually between US$14.00 and US$19.00, for 
a 10- pound box (see Table 7). Product from the Dominican Republic sold in April and May for about 
US$11.75 per 10-pound box, while Jamaican product fluctuated between US$6.00 and US$9.00 per 
10-pound box. Mexican papayas, in 40-pound boxes, sold for between US$15.00 and US$24.50 in 
other words, about four times cheaper than Hawaiian papaya. 

Europe 

In 1994, imports of papaya into the four major market countries (the UK, France, the Netherlands 
and Germany) totaled 9,307 metric tons worth US$16.9 million. In terms of volume, this is almost 
double the amount imported in 1988 (see Figure 2). Brazil is by far the biggest supplier to Europe, 
although Jamaica, Costa Rica, C“te d'Ivoire, and Hawaii also supply substantial amounts of product. 
European importers note there is considerable potential for papayas, if they can be properly shipped 
and handled. 

The Netherlands is the largest European importer of papaya, with imports of 3,505 metric tons 
worth US$4.5 million in 1994 (see Tables 8 and 9). Over half of this amount (2,403 metric tons) was 
supplied by Brazil, up almost 600 metric tons from the previous year and more than tripling since 
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1988. Costa Rica and Jamaica, at 610 and 136 metric tons, respectively, continued to increase their 
exports to the Netherlands. Smaller suppliers included Malaysia, Burundi, South Africa, and Hawaii. 

Jamaica and Brazil supplied product all year long, whereas Costa Rica supplied from January 
through July. Importer selling prices in 1995 showed product from Brazil, Burundi, and C“te d'Ivoire 
generally between 6.00 and 7.00 fl per kilogram, while Jamaican product mostly hovered between 
4.00 and 5.00 fl per kilogram, and sea-shipped Brazilian product sold for between 3.00 and 4.50 fl 
per kilogram (see Table 16). 

The second-largest importer of papayas in Europe is the United Kingdom (see Tables 10 and 11). 
In 1994, the British imported 2,484 metric tons of product worth US$4.3 million. This represents only 
a small increase from 1993, but is almost double the volume of 1988. As with the Netherlands, Brazil 
was the largest supplier, with 1,095 metric tons. Jamaica supplied 944 metric tons, but the import 
value for Jamaican product was only half that of Brazilian product. Smaller suppliers included 
Trinidad, Malaysia, and the United States. 

U.K. importers sourced product from Brazil and Jamaica year-round, augmenting this with sporadic 
imports of U.S. and other product. Brazilian papayas are more expensive than Jamaican, with 
importers selling the Brazilian in 1995 for between œ1.70 and œ3.15 per kilogram while the 
Jamaican sold for between œ1.25 and œ2.00 per kilogram. In both cases, prices were generally 
higher during the summer months. 

Germany is the third-largest European importer of papayas, with imports of 2,314 metric tons in 
1994 worth US$10.3 million (see Tables 12 and 13). In terms of volume and value, this was more 
than in 1994, but less than in both 1991 and 1992. In 1994, German importers sourced almost half 
of all their papayas through the Netherlands. The rest came primarily from Brazil (598 metric tons), 
the United States (300 metric tons), and Jamaica (96 metric tons). Thailand sent 73 metric tons, and 
other suppliers included Ghana, Belize, and Vietnam. 

Supply from the United States and Brazil arrived steadily all year long, whereas product from 
Jamaica arrived mainly during April through June. German importer prices for 1995 for Brazilian air-
shipped papaya were between DM5.70 and DM6.85 per kilogram, while prices for sea-shipped 
product ranged between DM2.75 and DM4.30 per kilogram. In the Hamburg wholesale market, 
Hawaiian papaya was more expensive than Brazilian or Jamaican (see Table 17). 

France was the fourth-largest European importer of papaya in 1994, bringing in 1,004 metric tons 
worth US$2.8 million (see Tables 14 and 15). Again, Brazil was the largest supplier, accounting for 
40 percent of total imports (407 metric tons). C“te d'Ivoire was the next-largest supplier, accounting 
for 322 metric tons. About 75 metric tons were brought in from the Netherlands. Other, smaller 
suppliers included Spain, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, Burundi and Tunisia. 

C“te d'Ivoire and Brazil supplied product year-round, peaking during the winter months (September-
December) and lowest during the summer (June-August). Importer prices in 1995 for Ivorian and 
Brazilian product were roughly the same, usually between FF19.00 and FF24.00 per kilogram. 

Middle East 

Import statistics are unavailable for the Middle East, but price statistics indicate that product is 
received from many different countries to serve both the high-end and the low-end markets (see 
Table 18). In 1995, Bahrain imported papayas from Australia, at US$3.95 per kilogram, and from 
India, at US$1.22 per kilogram. Kuwait also imported product from Australia, at US$1.97 and 
US$3.85 per kilogram, and from Hawaii, at between US$6.67 per kilogram in the last four months of 
the year and at US$8.33 per kilogram in preceding months. Saudi Arabia imported papayas from 
India, at US$1.52 per kilogram, while traders in Dubai imported product from Malaysia, at between 
US$2.22 and US$3.13 per kilogram. 

Asia 

Japan imported 5,150 metric tons of papayas in 1994, worth •1.8 billion. All but 11 metric tons were 
from the United States. Imports in 1994 were up over 1993, but were lower than in the previous 
three years in both volume and value (see Tables 19 and 20). Some of this was, of course, the 
result of the appreciation of the yen, which made imported products more expensive. Other 
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countries supplying small amounts of product to Japan over the last five years have included the 
Philippines, Mexico, and Fiji. Wholesale prices for Hawaiian papayas in Japan averaged about •600 
per kilogram. In 1993, Singapore imported 21,960 metric tons of product worth US$10.6 million, all 
from neighboring Malaysia. Hong Kong imported 13,296 metric tons of papayas worth HK$101.8 
million in 1993. Most of Hong Kong's imports come from Malaysia and Philippines (see Figure 3). 

Grades and Standards 

these are available on the hardcopy version of the bulletin. To order, see below. 
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