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Agricultural Situation

W NTER VEGETABLES AND BERRI ES: COSTA RI CA | MPORTS
Ref: USDA FAS 25073

The following are inports of fresh vegetables and berries
fromall countries and fromthe United States during 1994
and 1995. The |l argest supplier other than the United States
is shown in parenthesis.

Imports fromall countries From U. S.
($U. S.) ($U. S.)

Tomat oes
1994 0 0
1995 3,330 (Guatenual a) 0
Sweet Corn
1994 55, 509 (France) 0
1995 14, 689 (Hondur as) 3,768
Sweet Corn (frozen)
1994 66 (Canada) 0
1995 15, 436 15, 436
Carrots
1994 3,473 (Guat enal a) 0
1995 0 0
Egg Pl ant
1994 0 0
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1995 0 0
Cel ery

1994 0 0
1995 0 0
G een Peppers

1994 462 462
1995 0 0
Strawberries

1994 0 0
1995 2,585 2,585
Ot her Berries

1994 0 0
1995 275 275

Trade data for 1996 is not yet available fromthe Costa
Ri can Governnent.
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It should be noted that Central American countries have a
tariff advantange over the United States. |nports from
those countries enter duty free while the tariff for the
same products coming fromoutside Central Anerica is 14
percent plus 1 percent fixed tax.

O the vegetables |isted, sweet corn seens to be the one

U S. product with sone market potential in Costa Rica since
| ocal yellow corn production has declined over the years and
is now very small. The rest of the products are produced
locally and are inported mainly when there is not enough
donestic supply.

O the different berries, strawberries are the nost popul ar
in the |ocal market and Costa Rica exports a snall anmpunt of
this berry. Cccasional production problens, however, have

resulted in sporatic inports. Blackberries are sold nostly
by small street vendors or in agricultural markets near the
production areas. Sales of other types of berries are

negl i gi bl e.
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