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GUM ARABIC

Product de scription

Th e  m ost re ce nt spe cification of gum  arabic w as draw n up at th e  th irty-first
s e s s ion of th e  Code x Com m itte e  on Food Additive s  and Contam inants, h e ld in Th e
H ague , Ne th e rlands, from  19  to 23 March  19 9 9 .  Th is  spe cification m ak e s no radical
ch ange s but rath e r builds on pre vious spe cifications, de fining gum  arabic as  “th e  drie d
e xudate  from  th e  trunk  and branch e s of Acacia se ne gal or Acacia se yal, of th e  fam ily
Le gum inosae ”, w h ich  consolidate s  th e  position of gum  from  Acacia se yal as  a food
additive .  In re ach ing th at de finition, th e  Joint FAO /W H O  Expe rt Com m itte e  on Food
Additive s  (JECFA) is  s im ply ack now le dging th e  surge  in supply and de m and for friable
gum  arabic, th e  e xudate  of Acacia se yal.

Gum  arabic is  bas ically produce d for th e  m ark e t by th e  countrie s of th e  “gum
be lt” (h e re afte r calle d th e  producing countrie s) in th e  dry parts of sub-Sah aran Africa at a
latitude  of be tw e e n 12º and 14º North , w h e re  tre e s  of th e  ge nus Acacia, and m ore
particularly th e  se ne gal and se yal spe cie s , grow .

W orld e xport production

W ith  th e  e xce ption of publications such  as  th os e  of th e  Gum  Arabic Com pany
from  th e  Sudan, w h ich  h as be e n re porting annually s ince  19 60 on gum  production and
gum  e xports, th e  only w ay to as s e s s  w orld production is  to analyse  custom s statistics  on
im ports, bre ak ing th e m  dow n by producing country in orde r to calculate  th e ir e xports.

Custom s s e rvice s  ide ntify gum  arabic w ith  th e  code :

1301.20 GUM ARABIC

An analysis  is ne ce s sary for tw o re asons:

• Unlik e  botanists  and m anufacture rs , th os e  w h o com pile  custom s statistics do
not distinguis h  be tw e e n th e  varie tie s of gum  arabic.  Th e  h ard gum s
(botanical com ple x se ne gal) and friable  gum s (botanical com ple x se yal) are
both  re corde d unde r th e  sam e  code , 1301.20.  H ow e ve r, using th e  value s
de clare d for im ports, it is possible  rough ly to distinguis h  th e  countrie s  th at
m ark e t m ostly h ard gum  arabic from  th os e  m ark e ting friable  gum  arabic.  Th is
is done  by dividing th e  value s by th e  tonnage ;

• Th e  total im ports of a give n country do not distinguish  be tw e e n th e  gum
arabic th at com e s dire ctly from  a producing are a (from  e ast to w e st: th e  bas ins
of th e  Nile , Lak e  Ch ad and th e  Rive r Se ne gal) and th os e  from  th e  fe w
Europe an re -e xporting countrie s  w h e re  th e  trade  in gum  arabic, th at is , th e
purch as e  and subse q ue nt sale  of th e  gum , h as be e n carrie d on for de cade s  for
h istorical re asons.  Conse q ue ntly, if one  w as  to calculate  w orld production by
tak ing th e  tonnage  im porte d by e ach  country in th e  w orld, th e  q uotas re -
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e xporte d by th e  trading countrie s  (France , th e  Unite d Kingdom , th e
Unite d State s  and Ge rm any) w ould be  counte d tw ice !

Table  I, pre s e nte d in th e  anne x, give s  th e  am ounts (in m e tric tons) of gum  arabic
put on th e  w orld m ark e t, by country or by group of countrie s , w h ile  spe cifying th e  s h are
of th e  le ast de ve lope d countrie s  (LD Cs) in th is  e xport m ark e t.  Th e  ave rage  ove r s e ve n
ye ars  (19 9 1-19 9 7) doe s not tak e  into account dom e stic consum ption by th e  producing
countrie s  (for w h ich  no data are  available ) and so is not a m e asure  of w orld production
of gum  arabic, e spe cially as stock s  are  h e ld for s e ve ral ye ars .  Th e  ye ar 19 9 8 is not tak e n
into account in calculating th e  ave rage  be cause  of a lack  of data (particularly for India).

Th is  ave rage  is 37,000 tons/ye ar for th e  pe riod 19 9 1-19 9 7.  O f th e s e  e xports,
about 26,000 tons (70% ) are  put on th e  m ark e t by LD Cs, an incre as e  of 6% ,
or 2,000 tons, com pare d to th e  pe riod 19 9 1-19 9 5.  H ow e ve r, if one  com pare s  th e
pe riod 19 9 1-19 9 4 w ith  th e  pe riod 19 9 5-19 9 8, in orde r to sm ooth  out fluctuations in
orde rs  from  one  ye ar to th e  ne xt, e ve n w ith  incom ple te  data for 19 9 8 one  can s e e  a far
m ore  s ignificant incre as e , as  th e  ave rage  goe s  from  33,200 tons for th e  first four ye ars  to
an ave rage  of 41,400 tons for th e  last four ye ars , an incre as e  in e xports of alm ost 25%
(24.7%  to be  e xact, on th e  bas is of th e  figure s  in table  III).

Im ports

In th e  pe riod 19 9 1-19 9 8, im ports of gum  arabic varie d be tw e e n 27,000 tons (in
19 9 3) and 44,000 tons (in 19 9 8, e xcluding India’s im ports).  Th e s e  calculations are
bas e d on data publis h e d by th e  im porting countrie s .  In orde r to tak e  into account th e
case  of India, w h ich  s e e m s  to im port low -value  products th at do not ne ce s sarily fit into
th e  class ification of gum  arabic de scribe d above , only 66%  of th e  im porte d tonnage  is
counte d for th e  purpose  of th e  calculations in table s  I and II and th e  totals in table  III.
Th e  data supplie d by th is  country re ve al low e r-th an-ave rage  price s  (US$ 400 pe r ton
inste ad of US$ 1,000), s ignifying th e  pre s e nce  of e xudate s  m ixe d w ith  th os e  of oth e r
spe cie s or, in th e  case  of friable  gum  arabic, w ith  a low -grade  product.

Table  II, pre s e nte d in th e  anne x, s h ow s  im port volum e s by q uantity (in m e tric
tons).  It also rank s  e ach  country or group of countrie s  by pe rce ntage  of th e  e stim ate d
total m ark e t.

An upw ard tre nd in w orld im ports of gum  arabic can now  be  obse rve d.
Follow ing a pe ak  of 42,000 tons in 19 9 4, follow e d by a drop in 19 9 5 to 38,000 tons,
th e  data for 19 9 6, 19 9 7 and 19 9 8, de spite  be ing incom ple te , confirm  a cle ar tre nd
tow ards a grow ing m ark e t de m and for gum  arabic.  Th e  ye ars 19 9 6 and 19 9 7 m ark e d a
turning point for th e  m ark e t for im ports of gum  arabic w ith  a collapse  in th e  price s of
h ard gum , w h ich , according to th e  source s  cite d in th e  March é s Tropicaux m agazine ,
fe ll by h alf be tw e e n March  19 9 6 and March  19 9 8.  Im ports in 19 9 7 and 19 9 8
confirm e d th is  fall in gum  arabic price s , w ith  th e  be ginnings of a re cove ry in th e  food
additive s  m ark e t.

Table  II s h ow s  th at th e  m ajority of gum  arabic im ports in 19 9 7 w e re  to five
countrie s or re gions of EU 15:
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• France  is  th e  le ading im porte r, w ith  ove r a th ird of th e  w orld m ark e t;
• Th e  Unite d Kingdom , Ge rm any, Scandinavia and Italy s h are  around a th ird of

th e  m ark e t;
• Th e  Unite d State s , India, Japan and th e  re st of th e  w orld account for th e  final

th ird.
• Tw o th irds of w orld im ports are  th e re fore  de stine d for Europe .

R e -e xports

W ith  one  w e ll-k now n e xce ption - th e  Ce ntral African Re public, m e ntione d be low
in th e  s e ction h e ade d “Main origins of im ports” - m ost of th e  gum  arabic th at is  re -
e xporte d is re -e xporte d from  a fe w , m ostly Europe an, countrie s  w ith  a colonial h istory.

Th e  m ain trade rs or m anufacture rs de aling w ith  gum  arabic are  locate d in France ,
th e  Unite d Kingdom  and, to a le s s e r e xte nt, Ge rm any or th e  Unite d State s .  In 19 9 8,
France  alone  accounte d for m ore  th an h alf (61% ) of w orld trade  in re -e xporte d gum
arabic, w orth  US$ 30 m illion out of a total of US$ 49  m illion; toge th e r, th e  Unite d
State s  (14% ), th e  Unite d Kingdom  (8% ) and Ge rm any (8% ) accounte d for alm ost a th ird
of trade  in th e  re -e xport m ark e t, w orth  US$ 15 m illion out of a total of US$ 49  m illion;
th e  oth e r Europe an countrie s  accounte d for 4%  of th e  value  of th e  trade , and th e  re st of
th e  w orld, including Sw itze rland and Japan, for 5% .

In te rm s of re -e xports, Europe  still dom inate s  th e  m ark e t for gum  arabic,
accounting for 81%  of busine s s  in 19 9 8.  Th e  gros s  adde d value  ach ie ve d is ove r 100%
of th e  value  of im ports in th e  case  of th e  Unite d State s , Ge rm any and th e  Unite d
Kingdom  (re spe ctive ly, 147% , 125%  and 101% ), w h ile  France  ach ie ve s  just ove r 180%
of gross  adde d value .  Th e  calculation is  a straigh tforw ard one :  you tak e  th e  ave rage
e xport price  pe r ton, de duct th e  ave rage  purch as e  price  pe r ton of im ports, and divide
th e  re sult by th e  latte r.  Th is  gros s  adde d value  include s  th e  m anufacturing costs of w e t-
tre ating and spray-drying gum  arabic.  In fact, a grow ing proportion, if not all, of th e  re -
e xporte d gum s unde rgo th e  com ple te  industrial tre atm e nt proce s s , w h ich  h as  tw o
obje ctive s :

• To filte r and th e n ste rilize  th e  gum  arabic (it is dissolve d in w ate r, purifie d
and th e n give n brie f ultra-h e at tre atm e nt to paste urize  it) so th at it is pe rfe ctly
safe  from  a ph ytosanitary point of vie w ;

• To spray-dry th e  gum  arabic solution to turn it into an e asy-to-use  solid (for
use  as  a stabilize r in liq uid foods, to be  dissolve d as ne ce s sary, for coating,
e tc.).

Th e  industrial crush ing proce s s e s  h ave  be com e  obsole te , as  th e y no longe r m e e t
th e  ph ytosanitary re q uire m e nts in th e  industrialize d countrie s .  Th e s e  “dry” proce s s e s
are  losing ground e ve ry ye ar to “w e t” proce s s e s , w h ich  re q uire  a m uch  m ore  com ple x
m anufacturing syste m  (dissolving, m ixing, m ultiple  filtration, paste urization and, lastly,
spray-drying us ing th e  sam e  k ind of e q uipm e nt as  th at use d to m ak e  pow de re d m ilk ).
Ne ve rth e le s s , m ore  and m ore  private  e xporte rs  in th e  producing countrie s  are  inve sting
in s e m i-autom ate d sorting and crush ing facilitie s  so th at th e y can offe r cle ane d gum
arabic w ith  a standardize d grain-s ize .  Th e s e  inve stm e nts m ak e  it poss ible  to rais e  by
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about 10%  th e  value  adde d in th e  producing country and to re duce  th e  transport of
w aste  (bark , w ood, sand, e tc.), as  w e ll as th e  re je ction of goods for non-com pliance .

A large  part of th e  gros s  adde d value  is  use d to finance  th is  e q uipm e nt and its
ope ration, w h ich  corre spondingly re duce s  th e  ne t adde d value  to m anufacture rs  in th e
s e ctor.  It is  not poss ible  to calculate  th is ne t adde d value  on th e  bas is of th e  docum e nts
use d in th e  pre paration of th is  brie f.  H ow e ve r, th e  le ve ls of pe rform ance  ach ie ve d by
th e  Fre nch  m anufacture rs  (180%  gross  adde d value ) can be  e xplaine d by th e  use  of a
proportion of friable  gum  arabic in m ost of its production, w h ich  re duce s proportionally
th e  costs of purch as ing raw  m ate rials and is bound to give  a h igh e r ne t profit m argin.
Inde e d, one  can obse rve  th at, in te rm s of value , France  is  th e  country th at pays th e  le ast
for its  gum  arabic (e xce pt for India), w h ich  m e ans th at its  im ports include  a fair
proportion of friable  gum .

Appare nt consum ption and e m e rging countrie s

For th e  sam e  pe riod, table  III, pre s e nte d in th e  anne x, give s  an ove rvie w  of th e
countrie s  consum ing gum  arabic from  th e  inte rnational m ark e t.  Th e  countrie s  are
rank e d in de cre as ing orde r of th e ir im ports in 19 9 8 (according to th e  CO MTRAD E
database ).  O n th e  bas is of th is  table , th e  appare nt ave rage  consum ption of gum  arabic
in th e  pe riod 19 9 1-19 9 7 can be  e stim ate d at 37,300 tons, som e  200 tons be low  th e
ave rage  e xports of th e  producing countrie s .  Th e  re ason for th is diffe re nce  is  th at a sm all
proportion of gum  arabic is  re -e xporte d unde r a diffe re nt nam e  (paraph arm ace utical,
com ple x food additive , e tc.), th e re by avoiding class ification unde r code  1301.20, w h e re
gum  arabic is  ide ntifie d as  a foodstuff or com m odity.

In 19 9 7, 10 countrie s  accounte d for 80%  of th e  appare nt consum ption of gum
arabic; afte r th e m  com e  15 countrie s  th at can be  conside re d as  “e m e rging”, now
accounting for around 15%  of such  consum ption.  Th e  re m aining 5%  of de m and is
s h are d be tw e e n around 30 countrie s .  A care ful re ading of th is  table  s h ow s  th at, afte r th e
10 m ajor consum ing countrie s  (th e  Unite d State s , India, France , Me xico, th e
Unite d Kingdom , Japan, Ge rm any, Italy, Sw e de n and Sw itze rland), e ach  consum ing
ove r 1,000 tons in 19 9 8 (in 19 9 7 in th e  case  of India, s ince  th e  19 9 8 data are  not
k now n), th e re  are  15 e m e rging countrie s  in th e  im port m ark e t for gum  arabic.  Th e s e  15
countrie s  w ill be  of spe cial inte re st to th e  LD Cs, for trading and te ch nological
re lationsh ips  could be  de ve lope d w ith  th e m , le aving to th e  m ajor trading countrie s  th e
trade  w ith  th e ir ne igh bours and th e  30 oth e r countrie s  around th e  w orld.

Th e  pote ntial m ark e t for gum  arabic in th e  Latin Am e rican countrie s , for
e xam ple , is now  ove r 3,000 tons, m ostly h andle d by th e  m ajor trading countrie s
pre s e nte d above .  Th is  pote ntial h as double d in four ye ars!

Th e  ave rage  annual tonnage  th at can be  s e e n e m e rging in th e  pe riod 19 9 5-19 9 8
is  as  follow s:

• Me xico, w ith  around 2,000 tons (500 tons in 19 9 1-19 9 4);
• Brazil, w ith  ove r 450 tons (300 tons in 19 9 1-19 9 4);
• Arge ntina, w ith  ove r 300 tons (200 tons in 19 9 1-19 9 4);
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• Colom bia and Ch ile , w ith  ove r 100 tons a ye ar e ach .

Furth e r pote ntial of 2,000 tons is offe re d by oth e r countrie s , particularly in As ia,
w ith  Pak istan, th e  Re public of Kore a, Ch ina, th e  Ph ilippine s  and Th ailand e ach
im porting 400-450 tons during th e  pe riod 19 9 5-19 9 8, an incre as e  of 30%  ove r th e
pe riod 19 9 1-19 9 4, again h andle d by th e  m ajor trading countrie s .

Afte r th e m , South  Africa and Australia, e ach  w ith  an appare nt gum  arabic
consum ption of 300 tons, are  a pair of countrie s  w h os e  dom e stic consum ption of gum
arabic is on th e  incre as e .  It w e nt from  400 tons in 19 9 1-19 9 4 to 600 tons in 19 9 5-19 9 8
- a jum p of 50% !

Lastly, sale s of gum  arabic s e e m  to be  incre as ing in th e  countrie s of
Easte rn Europe , including Poland, Slove nia, H ungary, Rom ania and e ve n th e
Russian Fe de ration, w ith , re spe ctive ly, be tw e e n 150 and 20 tons a ye ar.  O ve r th e  four-
ye ar pe riod 19 9 5-19 9 8, th e s e  five  countrie s  toge th e r re ach e d th e  pote ntial 300 tons
alre ady fore cast in 19 9 7.

It can be  obse rve d h e re  th at one  th ird of th e  25 %  incre as e  in de m and for gum
arabic be tw e e n 19 9 1-19 9 4 and 19 9 5-19 9 8 (s e e  “W orld e xport production” above ) is
accounte d for by th e  Unite d State s  and tw o th irds by th e  e m e rging countrie s  liste d
above .  Th e  e conom ic ch ange s  in th e s e  countrie s  can only boost th e  w orld m ark e t for
gum  arabic in th e  ne xt 10 ye ars , w ith  th e  prospe ct th at th e y could e ve ntually tak e  ove r
from  th e  W e ste rn industrialize d countrie s  and Japan.

Main origins of im ports

As ve ry fe w  of th e  producing countrie s  (five  or s ix, and not th e  m ost im portant
one s) provide  custom s data, e xports are  calculate d by analysing care fully th e  im ports of
th e  re -e xporting or consum ing countrie s .  It is  com m on k now le dge  th at th e re  are  flow s
of gum  arabic across  th e  borde rs of th e  producing countrie s , but in th e  abse nce  of
publis h e d data from  th e  custom s s e rvice s  conce rne d it is not poss ible  to tak e  th e m  into
account h e re  in orde r to re calculate  th e  actual contribution of e ach  country to th e  e xport
m ark e t.

For th e  last tw o ye ars , h ow e ve r, a s im plification of th os e  flow s h as be e n
obse rve d, particularly around th e  Lak e  Ch ad basin, from  w h e re  gum  arabic is
incre as ingly e xporte d dire ctly by e ach  country, including by th e  s e cond-large st produce r
in th e  w orld, Ch ad, m ost of w h os e  gum  arabic now  le ave s  FO B (fre e  on board)
N’D jam e na, w h ich  corre spondingly re duce s  th e  flow s th rough  ne igh boring countrie s ,
w h e re  th e y acq uire d a ne w  custom s origin.

Th e  data available  for 19 9 8 rank  th e  producing or e xporting countrie s  in th e
follow ing orde r, from  large st to sm alle st, by pe rce ntage  of total tonnage  (LD Cs are  in
italics):
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Main producing countrie s 1.  Sudan (56% )
2.  Ch ad (29 % )
3.  Nige ria (10% )

Minor producing countrie s Eritre a (1% ), Cam e roon (1% ), Mali (0.8% ),
India (0.5% ), U nite d Re public of Tanzania
(0.3% ), Se ne gal (0.3% ), Islam ic Re public of
Iran (0.3% )

R e -e xporting countrie s Ce ntral African R e public (0.3% )
O th e r: About 20 countrie s  (0.5% )

Th re e  countrie s  account for 9 5%  of supply, th e  ne xt 8 countrie s  account for
ove r 4.5%  and about 20 oth e rs  contribute  m arginally to supply, all toge th e r accounting
for le s s  th an 0.5%  in q uantitie s of about 20 tons e ach  (or one  containe r pe r ye ar).

It can be  s e e n th at s ix LD Cs are  involve d in th is  m ark e t, w h ich  is  one  of th e  five
m ain source s of e xports for th e  Sudan and Ch ad (th e  th ird in th e  case  of Ch ad).

It s h ould be  note d th at:

• Th is  class ification e xclude s  trade  bound for India (no data available  for 19 9 8);
• Th e  Ce ntral African Re public publis h e s  custom s data, w h ich  s h ow  th at m ost

of its  e xports are  re -e xports, but w ith out m e ntioning th e  countrie s of origin,
w h ich  are  undoubte dly ne igh boring producing countrie s .

Mark e t ch aracte ristics

W e  now  k now  th at th e  m ark e t for gum  arabic is dom inate d by a h andful of
countrie s  in te rm s of e xports, re -e xports and im ports.  Th re e  countrie s  account for 9 5%
of supply, 10 countrie s  consum e  80%  of th e  w orld’s supply of gum  arabic and 4 of
th e s e  countrie s  account for m ore  th an 75%  of re -e xports in th e  w orld.

It is  th e re fore  a ve ry conce ntrate d m ark e t, in w h ich  th e  top place s  are  occupie d,
and h ave  ofte n be e n occupie d for a long tim e , by a fe w  countrie s .  H ow e ve r, som e
re ce nt e xam ple s  h ave  s h ow n th at it is  still poss ible  to e nte r it w ith in a de cade , e spe cially
w h e n th e  e nte rpris e  drive  is  le d by th e  private  s e ctor: Ch ad h as  just de m onstrate d th is  in
brilliant fash ion, going from  a 5%  to a 30% s h are  of th e  gum  arabic m ark e t in le s s  th an
10 ye ars!

As th e re  is  no re ce nt study available  on th e  various use s  of gum  arabic, it is  not
poss ible  to de scribe  h e re  th e  curre nt s e gm e ntation of th e  m ark e t or its  q uantitative  and
q ualitative  (h ard/friable  gum ) distribution.  Inste ad, w e  s h all sim ply re call th e  m ain use s
m e ntione d in th e  lite rature :

• As a food additive  in confe ctione ry, pastrie s  and w ine ; in th e  coating and
e ncapsulation of flavours; as a stabilize r in fizzy and oth e r drink s; and, m ore
re ce ntly, in h e alth  foods or organic foods, as  Ch ad h as be e n e xporting gum
arabic ce rtifie d as  organic by Ecoce rt (a Europe an body m onitoring organic
farm  production) s ince  th e  autum n of 19 9 7;



7

• As a ph arm ace utical or paraph arm ace utical ingre die nt; for e xam ple , it is use d
dire ctly in cough  pastille s or in th e  e ncapsulation of products in th e  form  of
capsule s .  As a re sult of th e  h igh  price s  for gum  arabic s ince  19 9 4, th e s e
m ark e t s e gm e nts h ave  be e n affe cte d q uite  s e riously by th e  use  of substitute s
such  as  m odifie d starch e s  and oth e r ce llulose s .  Th e  ris k s  to h um an h e alth
pose d by th e s e  synth e tic products could le ad to re ne w e d inte re st in gum
arabic, as  h as  e m e rge d q uite  cle arly in th e  last fe w  ye ars  w ith  th e  ris e  of 25 %
in de m and be tw e e n 19 9 1-19 9 4 and 19 9 5-19 9 8;

• As an additive  in th e  printing, paint and te xtile -printing industrie s , in
adh e s ive s  (for postage  stam ps) or in m oulds in foundry ce ram ics , a boom ing
industry in w h ich  gum  arabic h as  m any advantage s .

Th e s e  use s  are  re late d to tw o of th e  m ain ch aracte ristics of gum  arabic: its  h igh
solubility in w ate r and its  low  viscosity.  Th e s e  q ualitie s  m ak e  it an e xce lle nt e m ulsifie r,
stabilize r, th ick e ne r and adh e s ive ; it is non-toxic and h as  a low  calorific value , m ak ing it
use ful in h e alth -food applications.

Price s

Th e  price s  in dollars pe r ton of gum  arabic for th e  19 9 8-19 9 9  s e ason w e re ,
according to th e  source s  cite d e ach  w e e k  in th e  March é s Tropicaux m agazine , as
follow s:

Kordofan gum  arabic from  th e  Sudan US$ 1,800 pe r ton FO B
Grade  1 gum  arabic from  Nige ria US$ 1,500 pe r ton CIF (cost, insurance  and

fre igh t)
Grade  2 gum  arabic from  Nige ria US$ 1,000 pe r ton CIF

Kordofan gum  arabic, nam e d afte r a province  at th e  h e art of th e  country’s gum
be lt, is  th e  typical gum  e xporte d by th e  Sudan.  It is  th e  e xudate  of Acacia se ne gal,
cle ane d and sorte d by th e  Gum  Arabic Com pany.

Th e  grade  1 gum  arabic e xporte d by Nige ria is  also th e  e xudate  of Acacia
se ne gal, but it h as only be e n cle ane d, not sorte d m e ch anically.  Th e  Kitir gum  arabic
from  Ch ad is a s im ilar k ind of product.

Th e  grade  2 gum  arabic e xporte d by Nige ria is  th e  e xudate  of Acacia se yal,
cle ane d only: a price  is  only available  for de live rie s outside  Nige ria.  Th e  Talh a gum
arabic from  Ch ad is a s im ilar k ind of product.

For a fe w  m onth s  tow ards th e  e nd of 19 9 7, th e  price s  for th e  No. 1 gum s from
Ch ad and Mali w e re  publis h e d in March é s Tropicaux; th e y w e re  only sligh tly low e r th an
th os e  for th e  grade  1 gum  from  Nige ria.

Th e  price  of friable  gum s (grade  2, Talh a, e tc.) h as  fluctuate d only a little  in
re ce nt ye ars , ranging be tw e e n US$ 750 and US$ 850 pe r ton CIF (source :  March é s
Tropicaux) in a m ark e t w h e re  supply and de m and are  w e ll m atch e d.  Th e  product is
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q uite  ple ntiful, and is  h arve ste d w ith out ble e ding from  tre e s  found in dips  in th e  te rrain
w h e re  th e  soil is  w e ll irrigate d; th e  h arve st is  th e re fore  far le s s  s e ns itive  to clim atic
variations th an th at of th e  h ard gum s, as  th e  e xudate  of gum  arabic is  h e avily de pe nde nt
on th e  w ate r store d in th e  soil on w h ich  th e  gum  acacias  stand.  H ow e ve r, s ince  19 9 8-
19 9 9 , th e  price  of friable  gum  arabic h as  ris e n, s h ow ing a cle ar incre as e  in de m and.
Th e  price  ros e  to US$ 1,000 pe r m e tric ton during th e  last m ark e ting cam paign.

Th e  price  of h ard gum s (Kordofan, grade  1, Kitir, e tc.) de pe nds on a m uch  tigh te r
m ark e t.  Th e ir price  pe ak e d at ove r US$ 4,400 a ton for batch e s  trade d in 19 9 4-19 9 5
(source : March é s Tropicaux).  Th e  m ark e t be gan to e as e  up in 19 9 6, a tre nd th at
continue d into 19 9 9 .  It s e e m s  to be  link e d to th e  am ount of stock  h e ld in th e  Sudan,
w h ich  could be  e stim ate d at ove r 50,000 tons in 19 9 7 - a ye ar-and- a-h alf’s w orth  of
w orld consum ption of h ard gum  arabic - on th e  bas is  of figure s  publis h e d on th e  Inte rne t
by th e  Gum  Arabic Com pany up to th e  be ginning of 19 9 6.

In 19 9 5, th e  Sudan actually h arve ste d 51,000 tons.  Exports ros e  to 18,000 tons,
so th at 33,000 tons re m ain in stock  from  th e  ye ar 19 9 5.  Th e  ye ars  19 9 6 and 19 9 7 w e re
said to be  norm al and so sh ould be  com parable  w ith  19 9 4, w h e n th e  country h arve ste d
30,000 tons.  As e xports in 19 9 6 and 19 9 7 w e re  close  to 20,000 tons, th e re  doe s  appe ar
to be  a ye ar-and-a-h alf’s w orth  of w orld consum ption in stock .  Th e  im m e diate  e ffe ct of
th at can be  s e e n in th e  fall in th e  price  of h ard gum s, and it can be  e xpe cte d to h ave  a
k nock -on e ffe ct: th e  m anufacture rs  in th e  s e ctor, assure d th at th e re  w ill be  no s h ortage
of gum  arabic, w ill now  be  able  to carry on w ith  th e ir s e arch  for ne w  m ark e t
opportunitie s .  Th is  h as be e n th e  s h adow  h ove ring ove r th e  m ark e t for gum  arabic for a
q uarte r of a ce ntury, s ince  th e  first drough ts  h it th e  Sah e lian countrie s  in 19 73-19 74,
pre ve nting th e m  from  producing th e  62,000 tons consum e d at th e  tim e  in th e  w orld.  In
th is  conte xt, th e  Sudan h as  alw ays h ad an e xtre m e ly im portant role  to play, s ince  th e
stock s  it h as built up se cure  th e  m ark e t and allow  natural gum  arabic to re cove r today
th e  s e gm e nts lost to substitute  products w h os e  long-te rm  e ffe cts on pe ople ’s h e alth  h ave
ye t to be  de te rm ine d, or to e stablis h  its e lf in ne w  s e gm e nts such  as  organic farm ing.  It
w ill also be  obse rve d th at th is  stock  h as undoubte dly allow e d th e  Sudan to tak e  for its e lf
ove r h alf of th e  m ark e t s h are  re late d to th e  25%  incre as e  calculate d e arlie r.
Ne ve rth e le s s , Ch ad, w h ich  h olds no such  stock s but w h ich  h as  a w e ll-organize d
production syste m , took  th e  oth e r h alf of th at m ark e t s h are  by incre as ing its  e xports,
particularly to th e  Unite d State s .

Since  19 9 8, m anufacture rs  in th e  s e ctor h ave  be gun to s e t up sorting and
crush ing units  in th e  producing countrie s , follow ing th e  e xam ple  s e t by th e  Sudan.  Th is
strate gy m e ans th at som e  of th e  value  can be  adde d on th e  spot, w h e re  labour costs  are
m uch  low e r th an in th e  industrialize d countrie s , and also, as pointe d out in th e  s e ction
h e ade d “Re -e xports”, th at fe w e r im puritie s  are  transporte d and th e  gum  arabic produce d
is  re ady for th e  industrial spray-drying proce s s .

Ne ve rth e le s s , w h e th e r or not a country h as  sorting and crush ing units  available , it
is  alw ays th e  actual purity of th e  product w h ich  de te rm ine s  its  re al value  today. Th at
purity s h ould be  pre s e rve d and im prove d in orde r to re duce  th e  num be r of filtration
stage s  and to ach ie ve  w e ll-de fine d products from  h ard or friable  gum  arabic.
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Th e  m ost re ce nt price s , publis h e d in March é s Tropicaux No. 179 1 of 3
Se pte m be r 19 9 9 , confirm  th e  dow nw ard tre nd be gun in June  not only in th e  price  of
h ard gum  arabic but also, and th is  is  a ne w  de ve lopm e nt, in friable  gum  arabic.  At th e
tim e  of w riting, th e  price s  are  as  follow s:

Kordofan gum  arabic from  th e  Sudan US$ 1,500 pe r ton FO B
Grade  1 gum  arabic from  Nige ria US$ 1,000 pe r ton CIF
Grade  2 gum  arabic from  Nige ria US$ 550 pe r ton CIF
No. 1 or Kitir gum  arabic from  Ch ad US$ 1,000 pe r ton FO B

It is  q uite  difficult to de duce  a cle ar tre nd from  th is ne w  s ituation, but one  can
postulate  som e  h ypoth e s e s , be ginning w ith  th e  follow ing: e ve ryth ing is  h appe ning as  if
production of both  h ard gum s and friable  gum s h ad incre as e d be yond m ark e t de m and.
O ne  conse q ue nce  of th is  fall in price s  could be  th at th e  w ork  of ble e ding and h arve sting
h ard gum s, or s im ply h arve sting friable  gum s, w ould be  so poorly paid in ce rtain fre e -
m ark e t countrie s  th at th e  h arve ste rs  w ould give  up th is  w ork .  O n th e  oth e r h and, th e
s ituation m igh t be  th e  re sult of a strate gic m ove  by one  of th e  producing countrie s
w is h ing to “sq ue e ze ” its  com pe titors be fore  tak ing ove r th e  m ark e t as  a w h ole  w ith  a
fre e  h and to s e t price s , w h ich  it w ould of cours e  rais e .  Such  sch e m e s  h ave  be e n
obse rve d in th e  past, but th e y are  suicidal for th e  w orld m ark e t in gum  arabic.  Le t us
h ope  th at th os e  re sponsible  are  pre ve nte d from  pursuing th is  proce s s  and th at it fails as
q uick ly as possible .

Mark e t acce ss

Th e re  are  no re al barrie rs  to th e  de ve lopm e nt of th e  m ark e t for gum  arabic.  In
m ost countrie s  in th e  w orld, including th os e  in Europe  and North  Am e rica, th e re  are  no
spe cific q uotas or im port dutie s  on it.  Som e  countrie s  only re q uire  a ce rtificate  of
origin, w h ile  oth e rs , such  as  th e  Unite d State s , also re q uire  a fum igation ce rtificate  to
e nsure  th at th e  gum  arabic and its pack aging are  safe  from  a ph ytosanitary point of vie w .
O n th e  oth e r h and, s h ipm e nts of “organic” gum  arabic h ave  to prove  th at th e y h ave  not
unde rgone  fum igation, as  m e th yl brom ide , w h ich  is  com m only use d in th is  tre atm e nt, is
strictly proh ibite d in Ecoce rt’s spe cifications.

D istribution ch anne ls and trading practice s

Th e  path  from  th e  produce r of gum  arabic to th e  consum e r is not a uniform  one .
Th e  ch anne ls are  organize d according to th e  rule s  in force  in e ach  country.  In som e
countrie s , th e  trade  in gum  arabic is  com ple te ly or partially controlle d by th e  State , but
in m ost of th e m  th e s e  ch anne ls are  today organize d by actors  from  th e  for-profit private
s e ctor, or som e tim e s by non-gove rnm e ntal organizations from  th e  non-profit s e ctor, on
th e  bas is of fre e  com pe tition.  W e  s h all th e re fore  de scribe  brie fly th e  ch anne ls th rough
w h ich  gum  arabic goe s  from  th e  produce r to th e  consum e r in a fre e -m ark e t syste m :

• Th e  farm e r ble e ds h is  tre e s  and th e n h arve sts  (in th e  case  of h ard gum ) or
colle cts (in th e  case  of friable  gum ) by h and th e  nodule s of gum  arabic in
cle an bags, tak ing care  to k e e p th e  h arve st from  th e  diffe re nt spe cie s of acacia
s e parate .  Th is  h arve st is  th e n laid out in th e  s h ade  on a cle an tarpaulin to
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com ple te  its  m aturation (or polym e rization) be fore  be ing transporte d (by
donk e y, cam e l or van) on m ark e t day to a trade r;

• Th e  trade r e m ptie s  th e  bags and ch e ck s  th e  product visually and a price  is
agre e d on th e  bas is of w e igh t or volum e .  Th e  gum  arabic is  transfe rre d to
ne w  bags w ith  th e  nam e  of th e  trade r on th e m , as  w e ll as th e  location of th e
produce r (com pulsory in th e  case  of organic ce rtification for re asons of
product trace ability);

• Th e  trade r or an inte rm e diary h ire s  a m e dium - or large -s ize d truck , puts th e
batch e s  toge th e r and transports th e m  to an e xporte r, w h o k now s th e  ins -and-
outs of th e  passage  th rough  custom s, e xport rule s  and inte rnational trading
rule s .  Afte r unloading, th e  bags are  w e igh e d and th e n e m ptie d in batch e s of
th e  sam e  origin, and ch e ck e d.  A re bate  can th e n be  calculate d on a price
agre e d in advance  (in th e  case  of an inte rm e diary or age nt) or a price  can be
agre e d upon (in th e  case  of an inde pe nde nt trade r or grouping) on th e  bas is of
th e  cle anne s s , purity and state  of polym e rization of th e  gum  arabic supplie d;

• Th e  e xporte r furth e r sorts  th e  gum  so th at it h as  at le ast be e n cle ane d, if not
grade d, using th e  available  e q uipm e nt, be fore  e xport.  Th e  gum  arabic, still
se parate d at le ast into h ard gum  and friable  gum , is  th e n pack e d in bags,
w h ich  are  som e tim e s  colour-code d, be aring th e  nam e  of th e  product, th e
nam e  of th e  e xport age ncy, th e  country of origin, th e  ne t w e igh t and de tails of
trace ability for organic gum s.  Th e  gum  is  th e n loade d on to palle ts be fore
be ing put into containe rs  for s h ipping unde r custom s auth ority by road, rail
and th e n s e a;

• Th e  im porte r re ce ive s  th e  product, inspe cts it visually and th e n tak e s  sam ple s
for analysis  (to e nsure  th at diffe re nt spe cie s  h ave  not be e n m ixe d toge th e r),
and only th e n give s  th e  bank  th e  go-ah e ad to cre dit th e  e xporte r’s accounts
w ith  th e  am ount spe cifie d in th e  docum e nts, unle s s  th e  de live ry did not
com ply w ith  th e  re le vant standards;

• Th e  im porte r, in th e  case  of a trade r, th e n forw ards th e  product to its
industrial consigne e .  If th e  im porte r its e lf is part of a production ch ain for
spray-drie d gum  arabic, it be gins  m anufacturing its  range  of products.  Th e
sale s de partm e nt th e n s e ts  about m ark e ting th e m  to th e  various use rs  from  th e
food, ph arm ace utical and oth e r industrie s .

Pack aging and labe ling

As gum  arabic is  a natural product, th e  pack aging s h ould allow  it to “bre ath e ” so
th at polym e rization can continue  during transport.  It s h ould be  pack e d in sack s  m ade
from  w ove n synth e tic or natural fibe rs .  Gum  arabic can be  carrie d in any m e ans of
transport and, since  it h as  an unlim ite d sh e lf life , it can be  transporte d by th e  ch e ape st
m e ans, including by sh ip be tw e e n Africa, Asia and th e  oth e r contine nts.
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W h e re as  gum  arabic use d to be  pack e d in units  of 100 k g, in th e  last fe w
ye ars  50-k g sack s  h ave  be com e  th e  norm .  H ow e ve r, th e  curre nt tre nd, in k e e ping w ith
th e  re gulations in force  in som e  industrialize d countrie s , is  to pack  gum  arabic in 25-k g
sack s , w h ich , in th e  abse nce  of m e ch anization, m ak e s  som e  h andling ope rations e as ie r.
As th e  gum  is  soluble  in w ate r, it m ust be  prote cte d from  w ate r and dam p ris ing from
be low  (th us re q uiring storage  on palle ts) and from  th e  rain (th us re q uiring w are h ouse s or
containe rs  in good condition).

In te rm s of labe ling, th e re  are  no spe cific standards for gum  arabic but com m on
se ns e  and usual trading practice s  m e an th at th e  follow ing are  alw ays indicate d:

• Country of origin;
• Nam e  of th e  product - gum  arabic;
• Spe cific cate gory - Kordofan, Kitir, Talh a, e tc.;
• Nam e  of e xport age ncy;
• Ne t w e igh t in k ilogram s.

Th e  follow ing are  som e tim e s  found:

• Colour-code d sack s or labe ling to m ak e  it e as ie r to distinguish  th e  spe cific
cate gory;

• A code  to e nsure  th e  trace ability of th e  batch e s  (organic gum );
• A stam p guarante e ing th e  q uality - for e xam ple , Ecoce rt in th e  case  of a

ce rtifie d organic product.

Sale s prom otion

Gum  arabic, code d E414 (or 9 000-01-05 or 232-519 -5), is  not w e ll k now n to e nd
consum e rs , w h o do not k now  w h at th e  code  s ignifie s , and th is ofte n m ak e s  gum  arabic
s e e m  lik e  a ch e m ical product th at is  h arm ful to h e alth .  It w ould be  w orth  prom oting
gum  arabic in th e  m e dia and, at th e  le ast, cle arly ide ntifying it on th e  pack aging of
products th at contain it.

Individual gum  arabic m anufacture rs  cannot afford such  a m e dia cam paign, but a
profe s s ional body such  as  th e  Association of Inte rnational Prom otion of Gum s (AIPG)
could tack le  it w ith  th e  support of th e  producing countrie s  and th e ir e xporte rs , and w ith
th e  h e lp of inte rnational funding aim e d at th e  LD Cs in particular.

Mark e t outlook : opportunitie s and th re ats

Alth ough  it is  th re ate ne d by re ce nt discove rie s  re late d to th e  de ve lopm e nt of
ce re al by-products such  as  corn bran (by INRA-Lim agrain in 19 9 5), gum  arabic is  in a
be tte r position today th an it h as be e n for th e  past q uarte r of a ce ntury, w ith :

• D e m and for both  h ard gum  arabic and friable  gum  arabic;
• Consum e r conce rn w ith  food q uality;
• Fairly abundant supply from  s e ve ral countrie s;
• Stock s  in th e  Sudan providing cove r for a fe w  bad h arve sts;
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• Price s  for h ard gum  arabic back  to a re asonable  le ve l;
• A q uite  s h arp re cove ry in th e  e conom ie s of th e  industrialize d countrie s;
• Th e  e m e rge nce  of countrie s de ve loping th e ir ow n use r industrie s .

All th e s e  factors  point to a good outlook  for th e  de ve lopm e nt of th e  w orld e xport
m ark e t for gum  arabic in th e  ne xt 10 ye ars .  If a targe t w e re  to be  s e t, it could be  to
re ach  again th e  appare nt consum ption le ve ls of th e  19 70s, of 70,000 tons by th e  ye ar
2010, or an incre as e  of 5%  a ye ar from  19 9 7 onw ards in th e  flow s of gum  arabic onto
th e  m ark e t.  Th e  m ark e t can alre ady be  obse rve d to be  h e ading tow ards th e  50,000-ton
m ark  in 19 9 8; w h at w ill th e  tre nd be  in 19 9 9  and 2000?

Eve n th ough  th is  targe t m igh t appe ar am bitious, le t us not forge t th at gum  acacias
prote ct th e  soil against e ros ion, e nrich  it and im prove  ove rall w ate r le ve ls in it, th e re by
h e lping to com bat de s e rtification w h ile , m ost im portantly, allow ing h undre ds of
th ousands of Sah e lian farm e rs  and sh e ph e rds to re m ain on th e ir land.
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USEFUL AD D RESSES

AIPG (Association for Inte rnational Prom otion of Gum s)
Royal O ak  H ouse , 45A Porch e ste r Road, LO ND O N W 2 5D P, Unite d Kingdom
Te l:  + 44 20 7221 1275  Fax:  + 44 20 779 2 9 015

AID GUM (Association Inte rnationale  pour le  D é ve loppe m e nt de s Gom m e s Nature lle s)
129  ch e m in de  Crois s e t, BP 4151, 76723 RO UEN Ce de x, France
Te l:  + 33 232 831 818  Fax:  + 33 232 831 9 19

AFVP (Association Française  de s Volontaire s du Progrè s)
H e adq uarte rs  in France :  BP 207, 9 1311 MO NTLH ERY Ce de x, France
Te l:  + 33 169  805 858  Fax:  + 33 169  805 800  Te le x:  602645 F
E-m ail:  afvp.dg@ w anadoo.fr

AFVP Gum  Proje ct in Ch ad
BP 448, N’D JAMENA, Ch ad
Support program m e  for th e  gum  Arabic ne tw ork  in th e  Sah e lian are a of Ch ad
Te l:  + 235 52 20 53  Fax:  + 235 52 26 56 - Program m e  coordination
E-m ail:  afvptch d@ intne t.td

ECO CERT Inte rnational
Sü lte  20 A, 37520 O STERO D E-FÖ RSTE, Ge rm any
Te l:  + 49  5522 9 51161  Fax:  + 49  5522 9 51164
E-m ail:  e coce rt@ com puse rve .com
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IMPO RTERS

Th is  list is  not e xh austive

GERMANY

Roe pe r Gm bh  - Lipm an &  Ge ffck e n Gm bH
H ans  D unck e r Strass e  13, 21035 H AMBURG
Te l:  + 49  40 725 670  Fax:  + 49  40 721 9 788

W olff &  O lse n Gm bH
Postfach  106620, 20044 H AMBURG
Te l:  + 49  40 376 760  Fax:  + 49  40 376 761

W orlle e  Gm bH
Postfach  740807, 29 09 8 H AMBURG
Te l:  + 49  40 733 330

FRANCE

Alland &  Robe rt
9  rue  de  Saintonge , 75003 PARIS
Te l:  + 33 1 4459 2131  Fax:  + 33 1 42725438

CNI - Colloïde s Nature ls Inte rnational
129  ch e m in de  Crois s e t, BP 4151, 76723 RO UEN Ce de x
Te l:  + 33 2 32831818  Fax:  + 33 2 328319 19

EMIGA
Z one  Industrie lle  Avon, Lot 152, 13120 GARD ANNE
Te l:  + 33 4 42512828  Fax:  + 33 4 42512533

VALMAR
Z one  Industrie lle  de  Saint Mitre , 13400 AUBAGNE
Te l:  + 33 4 42849 29 2  Fax:  + 33 4 42841079

UNITED  K INGD O M

Agrisale s Ltd.
Royal O ak  H ouse , 45A Porch e ste r Road, LO ND O N W 2 5D P
Te l:  + 44 171 221 1275  Fax:  + 44 20 779 2 9 015

Branw e ll, Arth ur &  Co. Ltd.
Bronte  H ouse , 58-62 H igh  Stre e t, Epping, ESSEX CM16 4AE
Te l: +  44 19 9 2 577 333   Fax:  +  44 19 9 2 575 043
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H am burge r &  Sons Ltd.
Tanne ry Lane , W O KING GU23 7H B
Te l:  + 44 48 322 3501  Fax:  + 44 48 322 4403

Red Carnation Gum s Ltd.
Unit 11, W e stm ayne  Industrial Park , Bram ston W ay, Laindon,
Basildon, ESSEX SS15 6TP
Te l:  + 44 126 841 2020  Fax:  + 44 126 841 0040  Te le x:  9 9 238 EMULS G

Th e w , Arnott &  Co. Ltd.
Ne w m an W ork s , 270 London Road, W allington, SURREY SM6 7D J
Te l:  + 44 181 669  3131  Fax:  + 44 181 669  7747

AGRILAB
Tylas, Rie lvaux, York , NO RTH  YO RKSH IRE YO 6 5LH
Te l:  + 44 143 9 79  8308  Fax:  + 44 143 9 79  8461

UNITED  STATES

Colony Industrie s Inc.
226, 7th  Stre e t, GARD EN CITY, NY 11530
Te l: +  1516 746 2560   Fax:  +  1516 29 4 4575

Gum ix Inte rnational Inc.
2160-T N. Ce ntral Road, FO RT LEE, NJ
Te l:  + 1201 9 47 6300  Fax:  + 1201 9 47 9 265

MEER Corporation
9 500-T Railroad Ave nue , PO  Box 9 006, NO RTH  BERGEN, NJ 07047
Te l:  + 1201 861 9 500  Fax:  + 1201 861 9 267

Paul Th om as &  Co. Inc.
PO  Box 612, MO RRISTO W N, NJ 079 63-0612
Te l:  + 1201 9 84 09 00  Fax:  + 1201 9 84 5666  Te le x:  219 805 SPGM UR

Tic Gum s Inc.
4609 -T Rich lynn D rive , BELCAMP, MD  21017-1227
Te l:  + 1410 273 7300  Fax:  + 1410 273 6469
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TRAD E FAIRS AND  EXH IBITIO NS

FIE:  Food Ingre die nt Europe  tak e s place  e ve ry ye ar be tw e e n Se pte m be r and Nove m be r,
rotating, in th e  follow ing orde r, be tw e e n London (4-6 Nove m be r 19 9 7), Frank furt (19 9 8)
and Paris  (14-16 Se pte m be r 19 9 9 ), w h e re  th e  fair w as  h e ld th re e  ye ars  e arlie r
(16-18 Nove m be r 19 9 6).
W e bsite :  http://www.fi-events.com/

IFT:  Inte rnational Food Trade , th e  North  Am e rican ve rs ion of th e  FIE, h e ld e ve ry ye ar
in sum m e r (July) in Ch icago, Unite d State s .

Th e s e  tw o e ve nts are  a m e e ting place  for m ost of th e  e conom ic actors  conne cte d w ith
gum  arabic; th e  e m ph as is  is  ge ne rally on its use  in foods rath e r th an on its
ph arm ace utical or te ch nical use s .
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INFO RMATIO N SO U R CES

CO M TRAD E database , Unite d Nations Statistics  D ivis ion.

EURO STAT, Europe an Com m is s ion (Brus s e ls).

Europe an Kom pass O n D isc.

March é s Tropicaux, 19 0 Boule vard H aussm ann, 75008 Paris , France .

h ttp://w w w .m arch e s -tropicaux.com

Sim plified inspe ction and ce rtification proce dure , ECO CERT 19 9 7, in accordance  w ith

re gulation CEE 209 2/9 1, for th e  part on “H arve sting, production, proce s s ing and e xport

to ‘th ird countrie s’”.

Le  March é  de  la Gom m e Arabique:  production, com m e rcialisation e t utilisation, ITC,

Ge ne va, 19 78.

FAO , A re vie w  of production, m ark e t and quality control of gum  arabic in Africa,

TCP/RAF/4457, Rom e , 19 9 6.

Inte rne t:  http://www.redbay.com/plthomas/arabic/
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ANNEXES

Note  on th e  table s

Som e  discre pancie s  can be  obse rve d in th e  totals in table s  I, II and III.  Th e
discre pancie s  be tw e e n table s  I and II are  w ith in a m argin of be tw e e n 0.25%  and 1.04% ,
an ave rage  of 0.7%  ove r e igh t ye ars .  Th e  discre pancie s  be tw e e n table s  I, II and III are
w ith in a m argin of be tw e e n 0.7%  and 7.3% , an ave rage  of 3.5%  ove r e igh t ye ars .

Th e s e  discre pancie s  are  due  partly to som e  e rrors by th e  auth or in re ading or
calculating from  th e  m ass  of data inte rpre te d and partly to e rrors  w ith in th e  database ,
w h ich  is of cours e  also de pe nde nt on th e  q uality of inform ation supplie d to it.  Th e
auth or h as be e n able  to corre ct som e  e rrors by cros s -re fe re nce  to oth e r source s ,
including th os e  provide d by EURO STAT, but, on th e  w h ole , th e  data pre s e nte d be low
are  sufficie ntly re liable  to allow  a coh e re nt analysis  to be  m ade  of th e  w orld m ark e t for
gum  arabic as pre s e nte d in th is  m ark e t brie f.
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Table  I

Exports of raw  gum  arabic, 19 9 1-19 9 8 (in m e tric tons)

Sudan Ch ad African
LD Cs

Total
LD Cs

Nige ria O th e r
African

Asia Total

19 9 1 25 9 09 2 228 447 28 584 6 706 1 016 809 37 115
%  19 9 1 70 6 1 77 18 3 2 77+ 23 =

100
19 9 2 17 061 2 450 1 274 20 785 8 358 1 79 9 726 31 668

%  19 9 2 54 8 4 66 26 6 2 66+ 34 =
100

19 9 3 13 475 3 701 719 17 89 5 7 042 1 524 756 27 217
%  19 9 3 50 14 2 66 26 6 2 66+ 34 =

100
19 9 4 23 341 4 558 1 9 32 29  831 9  822 1 819 684 42 156

%  19 9 4 55 11 5 71 23 4 2 71+ 29  =
100

19 9 5 18 143 7 001 1 79 0 26 9 34 9  9 14 1 031 814 38 69 3
%  19 9 5 47 18 5 70 25 3 2 70+ 30 =

100
19 9 6 17 671 7 365 2 414 27 450 12 164 9 35 435 40 9 84

%  19 9 6 43 18 6 67 30 2 1 67+ 33 =
100

19 9 7 17 342 8 527 4 232 30 101 10 19 9 1 069 69 6 42 065
%  19 9 7 41 20 10 71 24 3 2 71+ 29  =

100
19 9 8 24 261* 12 584* 1 311* 38 516* 4 188* 644* 383* 43 731*

%  19 9 8 56* 29 * 3* 88* 10* 1* 1* 88+ 12 =
100

Ave rage
19 9 1-19 9 7

18 9 9 1 5 118 1 830 25 9 39 9  172 1 313 703 37 127

Ave rage  in %
19 9 1-19 9 7

51 14 5 70 25 3 2 70+ 30 =
100

• Som e  of th e  data for 19 9 8 w e re  not ye t available  on 2 Se pte m be r 19 9 9 .

Source :  U nite d Nations Statistics D ivision, CO MTRAD E database .
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Table  II

Im ports of raw  gum  arabic, 19 9 1-19 9 8 (in m e tric tons)

France UK USA India** Ge rm any Italy Japan O th e r Total
19 9 1 9  781 6 810 5 479 3 311 3 251 3 451 1 9 83 2 9 9 8 37 064

%  19 9 1 26 18 15 9 9 9 5 8 100
19 9 2 9  69 1 7 402 2 681 2 668 4 114 1 09 5 1 682 2 570 31 9 03

%  19 9 2 30 23 8 8 13 3 5 8 100
19 9 3 10 560 4 724 2 035 2 573 2 9 57 2 058 782 1 746 27 435

%  19 9 3 38 17 7 9 11 8 3 6 100
19 9 4 12 009 4 653 6 9 16 3 763 4 371 5 201 1 447 3 362 41 722

%  19 9 4 29 11 17 9 10 12 3 8 100
19 9 5 10 675 4 247 5 364 7 547 4 518 2 169 1 072 2 740 38 332

%  19 9 5 28 11 14 20 12 6 3 7 100
19 9 6 12 450 4 079 6 454 8 334 2 528 1 735 1 220 3 9 87 40 787

%  19 9 6 31 10 16 20 6 4 3 10 100
19 9 7 15 9 31 4 836 6 078 6 09 5 3 252 69 9 1 379 3 371 41 641

%  19 9 7 38 12 15 15 8 1 3 8 100
19 9 8 20 075 5 137 9  028 * 3 058 644 1 59 9 4 081 43 622

%  19 9 8 46 12 21 * 7 1 4 9 100
Ave rage

19 9 1-19 9 7
11 585 5 250 5 001 4 89 9 3 570 2 344 1 366 2 9 67 36 9 82

Ave rage  in %
19 9 1-19 9 7

31 14 14 13 10 6 4 8 100

  *  Som e  of th e  data for 19 9 8 w e re  not ye t available  on 2 Se pte m be r 19 9 9 .

** India im ports low -price  gum  (US$ 400 pe r ton): only 66%  of th e  tonnage  is  counte d.

Source :  U nite d Nations Statistics D ivision, CO MTRAD E database .
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Table  III

Appare nt consum ption of raw  gum  arabic, 19 9 1-19 9 8 (in m e tric tons)

19 9 1 19 9 2 19 9 3 19 9 4 19 9 5 19 9 6 19 9 7 19 9 8*
USA 6 667 4 9 72 4 715 9  071 6 9 01 7 9 64 8 544 13 413
France  (EU 15) 3 083 2 873 2 785 3 727 1 785 3 886 4 9 43 7 627
Unite d Kingdom  (EU 15) 3 717 4 136 1 9 74 2 706 2 700 2 678 1 531 3 141
Ge rm any (EU 15) 1 836 2 507 1 214 2 215 1 9 81 531 2 09 5 1 9 51
Japan 2 014 2 015 1 218 1 79 7 1 428 1 79 3 1 871 2 009
India (100%  of dom e stic
consum ption)

5 152 3 9 69 3 823 5 814 11 686 12 79 6 9  365

Italy (EU 15) 4 9 34 2 022 3 116 5 787 2 748 2 289 1 730 1 879
Sw itze rland-Lie ch te nste in 887 79 4 1 043 9 67 1 023 864 729 1 171
Me xico 418 542 564 556 489 1 878 2 09 3 3 19 6
Sw e de n (EU  15) 812 514 504 856 347 1 775 1 361 1 727
D e nm ark  (EU  15) 1 038 9 9 8 653 1 208 624 656 679 837
Be lgium -Luxe m bourg
  (EU  15)

826 619 627 1 200 877 69 0 1 229 147

Ire land (EU 15) 756 409 215 409 868 1 380 1 19 9 659
Saudi Arabia 55 241 452 147 261 9 32
Brazil 39 7 222 177 310 423 453 476 489
Norw ay 871 755 757 616 9 13 610 880 626
Ch ina 106 48 207 401 162 263 748
Re p. of Kore a 274 286 258 39 6 432 646 39 9 374
Australia 39 150 200 233 19 9 278 306
Arge ntina 146 29 4 247 29 6 238 374 308
Ph ilippine s 315 364 134 39 9 240 440 270
Poland 44 51 75 9 7 9 8 157 218
Spain (EU 15) 251 243 181 286 315 9 36 334 288
South  Africa 353 166 275 400 242 305
Ne th e rlands (EU 15) 176 416 204 345 239 233 249 246
Finland (EU 15) 384 316 29 4 300 509 334 29 4 426
Ch ile 32 46 34 65 142 54 111 181
Colom bia 54 72 38 107 76 118 107 114
Th ailand 127 82 9 4 133 113 117 134
Ve ne zue la 228 224 181 211 164 175 108
Turk e y 53 76 104 75 61 81 76 110
H ungary 16 17 16 15 21 38 56
Canada 127 123 109 154 104 9 7 9 4 106
Gre e ce  (EU 15) 69 70 65 52 132 68 82 9 7
Is rae l 80 50 80 50 70 9 0 100 120
Portugal (EU 15) 38 33 28 45 33 57 82 120
Alge ria 109 9 4 58 57 9 5 160
Pak istan 355 504 250 479 637 425 225 305
Slove nia 62 62 84 69 60 50
H ong Kong, Ch ina 76 62 179 212 248 70 87
Ice land 85 80 57 52 68 70 83 79
Pe ru 10 12 4 41 38 4
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Table  3 (continue d)

19 9 1 19 9 2 19 9 3 19 9 4 19 9 5 19 9 6 19 9 7 19 9 8*
Rom ania 1 8 7 31 18 35 28
Malaysia 25 41 42 57 43 72 9 6 9 2
Russ ian Fe de ration 18 23 18 17 31
Panam a 12 14 13 8
Ecuador 13 69 8 17 23 41 17 29 20
H onduras 1 2 5 3 7 5
Z im babw e 9 12 13 7 22 4 14
Paraguay 10 14 2 19 10 17 9
Cze ch  R e public 19 20 22 17 16 16
Ne w  Z e aland 16 9 11 18 23 12 12 10
Costa Rica 18 9 4 6
Slovak ia 12 10 8 8 6
Croatia 2 3 1 7 5 7 13
Tunis ia 10 43 154 147 59 46 5
Banglade s h 19 16 16 5 2
O th e r 11 19 66 101 52 60 29 25
Total (in tons  pe r ye ar)** 34 579 31 164 26 042 40 9 46 38 328 42 9 65 40 9 03 43 433

Ave rage  19 9 1-19 9 7:  37 300
tons

Ave rage  19 9 1-19 9 4:  33 200
tons

Ave rage  19 9 5-19 9 8:  41 400 tons
(+ 24.7%)

Ave rage  EU  15:  16 000 tons Ave rage  19 9 1-19 9 4:  16 100
tons

Ave rage  19 9 5-19 9 8:  16 000 tons
(-0.7% )

Abnorm al data
Morocco 14 41 -1 060 80 44
Indone s ia -2 234 -1 757 -19 7 218 1 671 142 308 156
Austria (EU 15) 58 49 48 68 -86 19 104 119
Singapore -21 143 -1 31 -25 -39
Egypt 24 116 -6 -54

  *  Som e  of th e  data for 19 9 8 w e re  not ye t available  on 2 Se pte m be r 19 9 9 .

** Totals calculate d using 66%  of Indian consum ption (gum  of unce rtain origin - s e e
footnote  to table  II).

Source :  U nite d Nations Statistics D ivision, CO MTRAD E database , and EU R O STAT, particularly for th e
19 9 8 figure s for Finland.

-----


